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THE CITY OF THE FUTURE 


HE growth and complexity of community life 

has admittedly raised a larger problem than 
should, under wiser direction, have appeared ; but 
we are sometimes apt to forget that community 
life is itself a problem, however wisely men are 
governed and however consistently their manner 
of living side by side has been regulated. We 
do not destroy the existence of the problem by 
rubbing out the past and starting with a clean sheet. 
All we can hope to do by such means is to make a 
composition with our .creditors with a view to 
making living in the future a better thing. 

There are a certain number of signs to suggest 
that planning for the future is going to be made easy 
by the accidents of the war. The story of the Great 
Fire of London provides a handy text from which 
to show’ that by a miracle we are to be presented 
with a second chance to do what our forefathers 
failed to do; and the conclusion that follows is 
apt to be that wherever a “ blitz”’ has occurred 
a providential opportunity for replanning is 
provided. The actual truth is, of course, that 
the cruel facts of total war do little to help 
the planner, and that clearances in the public 
interest can always be made at less cost in districts 
where a free choice can be made and the limits of 
replanning can be voluntarily demarcated. London 
was rebuilt on much of the old lines not so much 
because the individual citizen was stupid as because 
the balance struck between the theory of public 
benefit and the practice of composite individual 
interests was not a satisfactory one. Life is often 
like that in proving that “a fresh start ”’ does not 
always blot out the past. This point is one that 
was emphasised by Lord Latham in his admirable 
survey of the planning problems of London which 
we give elsewhere in this issue. 

We made more than one serious mistake in our 
comparatively recent road policies, going far 
before we discovered. our errors. The broad 
carriageway, in theory supposed to lessen risk of 
accident, proved itself a fickle remedy until other 
precautions were added, while many a narrow 


blind corner marked down in red for danger . 


remained immune from fatal mishap on account 
of the caution it imposed under physical limita- 
tions. The memory of these occasions when fact 
refused to fit the theory is sufficiently green for us 
to impose upon ourselves a rigid discipline when 
events seem to point the way for sweeping changes. 
We must look around first and see whether the 


bold strokes of the planner are not likely to 
defy some natural law which till then remained 
dormant. 

These reflections arise out of a reading of a 
new Penguin publication, “ Living in Cities,” by 
Mr. Ralph Tubbs, who designed the exhibition of 
that name for the 1940 Council and the British 
Institute of Adult Education.* We do not wish 
to belittle the importance of planning, nor the 
clear and direct statement which Mr. Tubbs has 
set down in his booklet, for any who attempted 
to do anything of the sort in these critical times 
would serve his fellows ill. It is merely that we 
have an impression that the very ability of Mr. 
Tubbs, and those who think and write like him, 
to simplify the lines of a complex problem may 
tend to create an impression that the problem of 
community living has already been solved, and 
that a new world only awaits the political stroke 
of a brave man to be released for the benefit of 
all. Itis not that we believe the author is under this 
ingenuous impression, but that he may be giving 
it unwittingly to those classes of reader he is most 
anxious to convert to awareness of the importance of 
planning. There is moreover need for much hard, 
constructive thinking before we can hope to outline 
the pattern of the post-war world, and before we 
accept the risk of dividing our cities into sections 
of archeological reservation and the cold inhuman 
order which planning alone so often creates antil 
some other humanising process has been added. 

Apart from these reservations, which are hardly 
criticisms at all, we find a great deal of sound 
matter in a well-assembled little work. The 
historical prelude and the record of subsequent 
fact are not unduly harsh upon the lack of vision 
which has so often frustrated socialprogress. And the 
treatment of future needs contains a great deal of 
common sense with which few would wish to quarrel. 

In this new world we seek there are many 
things we must take with us from the chance 
developments of the days that have partly failed 
us. We must take with us every ounce of indivi- 
dualism that we can infuse into a workable system 
of mutual benefit, and we must not forget that 
dignity cannot be created on the drawing board 
on a single basis of logic. To read Mr. Tubbs’s book, 
which is profusely illustrated, will be an education 
for any student of the subject, but it must not be 
taken as “ the plan ”’ itself. 





*Penguin Books, Ltd. Price 1/- 
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NOTES ann NEWS 


Appointments at M.O.W.B. 

Mr. T. S. Tart, F.R.I.B.A., has re- 
signed from the Ministry of Works 
and Buildings. His post as Assistant 
Director of Post-War Building (Stan- 
dardisation) under Sir James West 
will be taken by.Mr. Francis Lorne, 
F.R.I.B.A. The work of the Commit- 
tee on Building Materials Standardisa- 
tion is to continue, under the chair- 
manship of Mr. H. Ryle, C.V.O., 
A.R.1.B.A., with Mr. ‘Frederick Mac- 
Manus, A.R.I.B.A., as Secretary. 

Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, A.R.I.B.A., is to 
join the Ministry as Assistant to Mr. 
Christian Barman, F.R.I.B.A. (Assis- 
tant Director, Administrative). 


Chelsea Society Report. 

Tue future of Chelsea Old Church 
is dealt with in the annual report (the 
15th) of the Chelsea Society. It is 
pointed out that no English village 
church was ever so charged with 
famous memories. Last year a bomb 
falling close to the foot of the tower 
brought. destruction. At first sight ruin 
seemed almost complete, but as the 
débris was cleared it became evident 
that, as if by a miracle, a large por- 
tion of More’s chapel, including its 
fourteenth-century roof, its arch to- 
wards the chancel, and the piers with 
the famous Holbein capitals, had 
escaped destruction, together with the 
Stanley and Dacre tombs. The 
fourteenth-century glass in this chapel 
had been removed to safe custody at 
the cost of the Society. The tower is 
practically entirely demolished. Of 
the 83 monuments and wall tablets, 
only nine have not been recovered. 
and few have been broken beyond 
repair. 

Discussing the future, the report 
mentions a most encouraging assur- 
ance from an authoritative source that 
if the parish can establish that they 
want the church rebuilt, and the 
diocesan authorities are favourable, 
there will be no difficulty about funds 
from the Government. 


St. Clement Danes: Rebuilding Bequest. 
In her will, recently announced, 
Mrs. 


Pennington-Bickford,. widow of 
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the Rector of St. Clement Danes, left 
the residue of her estate of £33,285 for 
the restoration of the church. Be- 
quests included certain securities and 
moneys upon trust for ‘the flower 
girls with strap and basket in St. 
Clement Danes, Clare Market and 
Drury-lane or suburbs, for an eight- 
day holiday by the sea.” 

Restoration of St. Andrew-by-the- 

Wardrobe. 

Sir Banister FietcHer, P-P:R.I.B.A., 
is to plan the rebuilding of the 
Church of. St. Andrew-by-the-Ward- 
robe, Blackfriars, one of the eight 
Wren churches in the City destroyed 





COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, May 16. 

INSTITUTE OF Quantity SURVEYORS. 
—West of England Branch meeting. 
At “Midland and Royal’ Hotel, 
Gloucester. 3.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 19. 

ARCHITECTURAL AssocIATION. Mr. 
James Laver on “ Architecture and the 
Time-Spirit.” 34, Bedford-square, W.C. 
5.30 p.m. 

Housing CENTRE Luncu. Housing 
Brains Trust. 13, Suffolk-street, S.W. 


1 p.m, 
Friday, May 22. 
Livine in Citres Exursition. At 
Southampton Civic Centre. (Until 
June 5.) 














(See ‘Planning Problems of London” 
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in the enemy fire raid in December, 
1940. Nothing remains but the empty 
shell, roofless, windowless and charred. 


Fund for Church Reconstruction. 

A resolution approving a £500,000 
reconstruction fund for war-damaged 
Congregational churches was passed at 
the Spring assembly of the Congrega- 
tional Union of England and Wales. 


1.A.A.S. Open Competition, 1942. 
Conpitions of the I.A.A.S. Open 
Competition, it is announced, are now 
being printed, together with the site 
plan. Members who are interested 
and who have not already applied, 
should communicate with the General 
Secretary, I.A.A.S., 75, Eaton Place, 


Westminster §.W.1, marking their 
envelopes ‘“‘ Competition.” 

** Men on the Job.” 

THe B.B.C. announces that on 


May 19, at 9.35 a.m., in the series 
** Men on the Job,” T. McLachlan will 
talk about his job as a stonemason. 
Mr. McLachlan, who comes from the 
Orkneys, now lives at Flixton, near 
Manchester, and is a builder-mason, 
but not the kind of craftsman that one 
sees working on dressed stonework on 
cathedrals or churches. His work is 
more like that of a dry-stone waller. 


Professional Announcement. 

THe partnership formerly existing 
between Mr. Maurice G. Butanp, 
O.B.E., M.Inst.C.E., A.M.I.E.E., and 


Mr. Hucu Bourne, M.I.E.E., 
M.I.H.V.E., M.Cons.E., carrying on 
business as ALBION T. SNELL AND 


Partners, consulting engineers, has 
been dissolved by mutual consent as 
from March 31, 1942. Each of the 
former partners is carrying on the 
practice of a consulting engineer in 
his own name at the following respec- 
tive temporary (war-time) addresses, 
and is prepared to continue the work 
for which he was formerly responsible. 
Mr. M. G. Bland’s address will be: 
36, Chartfield-avenue, Putney, S.W.15 
(Telephone: Putney 6162). Mr. Hugh 


Bourne’s address will be: 32, Berwyn- 
road, Richmond, Surrey (Telephone: 
Prospect 4341). 
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VIEW FROM WATERLOO BRIDGE, LOOKING TOWARDS CITY, 1840. 


THE PLANNING PROBLEMS OF LONDON 
LORD LATHAM’S SURVEY 


Tue Dean or WESTMINSTER (the Rr. Rev. P. F. D. ve 
LABILLIERE, D.D.) took the chair at a well-attended meeting 
on March 27, organised at the ‘‘ Historic London Under 
Fire” Exhibition by the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings, the Ecclesiological Society, the Art 
Workers’ Guild, and the London Society. 

The Dean spoke of the damage to the Abbey during the 
raids last year and the measures which had been taken to 
protect it against possible further damage by fire, and paid 
tribute to the fire-watchers, and then called on the Rr. Hon. 
Lorp Latuam, F.L.A.A., J.P., to speak on “‘ The Planning 
Problems of London.” 

It was doubtful (began Lord Latham) whether any other 
city in the world embraced so many activities or played 
so many roles of both a national and international character 
as did London. Whatever might be its faults and short- 
comings, it represented in the aggregate a heritage of great 
human endeavour and unlimited faith, and, as such, if for 
no other reason, could not be obliterated to make way for an 
entirely new London, as some had suggested. London had 
continued to grow outwards from the ancient nucleus until 
to-day, when, both in appearance and on plan, it looked 
like a fully coalesced unbroken slab of urban development 
stretching to the county boundary and beyond. Decidedly, 
however, and therefore fundamentally, it was not an unre- 
solved continuous urban agglomeration, but rather a large 
series of social groupings or units, each with a focal point, in 
many cases an ancient village, as a nucleus. Two important 
trends had been discernible in the development of London 
during the years between the two wars. The first was its 
prodigious growth outwards in the form of new suburbs 
and estates, extensions to existing communities and ribbon 
development along the roads. The second trend had been 
towards a removal of industry from the centre, either into 
the outer parts of the county area or beyond. The causes, 
which were not so easy to define, included the incidence of 
high land values at the centre, shortage of room for expan- 
sion, poor housing conditions for the workers, and, in some 
cases, perhaps, traffic congestion on the roads. 

It could not be denied that large areas of built-up London 
had outgrown their usefulness and fell far short of modern 





accepted standards. This applied not only to housing, but 
also to offices, works and other structures. It was perhaps 
anomalous that, whilst the vehicles using the thoroughfares 
to-day represented the -highest achievements in mechanical 
science and efficiency, in considerable sectors of London the 
buildings facing those same thoroughfares were in varying 
stages of decay. The process of decay would be hurried on 
by the general lack of repairs and maintenance during war 
time and by actual war damage. A sharp distinction, how- 
ever, should be made between normal buildings and those 
of special historic and architectural interest. Many of the 
latter deserved better display so that their qualities and 
artistic effect could be more easily appreciated. It was true 
that some were so situated as to cause obstruction to traffic 
or to general development, yet, by ingenuity, the destruc- 
tion of even these might be circumvented. 


Housing the Returning Population. 

“‘A most urgent post-war activity,’’ continued the speaker, 
** will undoubtedly be the housing of the returning popula- 
tion, whether they be Service people, munitions personnel, 
or evacuees. This was a problem needing and receiving 
very close attention. Finality of preparation cannot, of 
course, be reached until the full extent of war damage is 
known, nor, indeed, until it is clear as to what proportion 
of the people now away from London desire to return. 
Nevertheless, what can be done at this stage in the way of 
investigation, preliminary surveys and plans, is being done, 
so that there will be a minimum of delay in getting the 
schemes into operation at the cessation of hostilities.”” The 
provision of additional open space in many areas of London 
also appeared both essential and inevitable. 

Probably one of the most unfortunate characteristics of 
London, from the point of view of amenities and general 
well-being, was the apparently haphazard mixing of 
industry with housing in a manner which was incompatible 
and discordant. The problem was most acute in the central 
and eastern areas of London, where whole districts had 
become detrimentally affected by relatively small industries 
usurping what were previously houses and producing a 
hybrid type of development.- While he certainly did not 
subscribe to the view that all industry was harmful, it 
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would be agreed that steps should be taken to ensure that 
industry and housing did not deleteriously affect each other. 
The docks and other riverside industries were essential to 
the life of London. In many respects they were London 
itself; and there could be no question as to whether they 
should be retained or not. Whilst in some ways the position 
of the docks militated against radical redevelopment and 
produced central traffic congestion of an acute kind, their 
position must inevitably be accepted and the traffic so 
canalised and controlled as to provide the most efficient 
means of handling the dock goods without interfering 
unduly with other traffic in the adjacent areas. 

‘The rehabilitation of destroyed @ damaged industrial 
premises,’ added Lord Latham, ‘“‘ will be another urgent 
post-war activity. Industry must be restarted at the earliest 
possible moment to provide work for the returning popula- 
tion. A considerable volume of industry has for various 
reasons béen decentralised from London. The Government 
policy as to what amount of industry should ultimately be 
located in London has not been divulged. Strategic con- 
siderations will, in all probability, have a bearing on any 
decision, as will the findings of the Royal Commission on 
the Location of Industry. In the meantime, and to make 
it possible to prepare plans to meet any eventuality, certain 
assumptions on the matter will be necessary.” 

One aspect of industrial development had _ hitherto 
received far too little consideration. This concerned the 
industries which had, over a long period, established them- 
selves along the banks of the Thames, until to-day they 
absorbed the greater part of its length within the county 
boundaries. Investigation would show that much of this 
industry had no direct connection with, or dependence on, 
the river, and that even in those industries which were 
necessarily tied to the Thames there were many which 
occupied longer river frontages than the nature or scope of 
their activities justified. By concentrating and rationalising 
the industry to within reasonable limits, without in any way 
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reducing the total volume of industry, it would be possible 
to provide additional public access to the river front, and 
also public open spaces of considerable size. 


The Importance of Transport. 


The importance of transport in a community like London 
could not be over-estimated. An adequate and convenient 
arrangement of communications was paramount if the 
urban organism was to function with efficiency. The pallia- 
tives which had hitherto been applied had served, it was 
true, to keep the wheels of traffic moving, but no one could 
suggest that the channels for the traffic were of such a 
character, or were so arranged, as to allow throughout that 
ease of movement which was an essential condition in this 
age of mobility. There was, too, the matter of safety on 
the roads. Could we with any certainty forecast the 
conditions in 1948, 1958 or 1968? The future was our main 
concern. The Bressey Highway Development Survey 
recognised the need for an overhaul of the road system 
of London and the surrounding districts. One of the 
major objectives in replanning London would be to 
devise a system of roads which would ensure convenience 
and efficiency and be in keeping with the times in which 
we lived. Thanks in large measure to the Romans, the 
radial roads of London were up to a point satisfactory as 
regards location and direction. Some of them needed adjust- 
ing and new ones were needed, but, generally speaking, 
London to-day suffered much less from the radial road 
system than from the lack of ring roads and by-passes 
These were matters to be rectified. Systematisation of the 
cross-London routes, too, was needed. Here one began to 
see the difficult problems with which the planner was con- 
fronted. ¢ 

Another type of transport in London, the railway, called 
for investigation. In late years the railways had to a large 
degree amalgamated, yet the question might be asked 
whether in the interests of London as a whole adjustments 
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“THE TRAFFIC PROBLEM A CENTURY AGO.” 


This coloured print of the streets near the Mansion House (circa 1840) shows a novel idea for overcoming the traffic problem. 


The designer does not indicate what would have happened had the two crinolined ladies met on the bridge stairs ! 
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had been made in the system in consonance with the amal- 
gamation. It was satisfying to learn that recently the 
railway companies had set up a commission to consider the 
post-war planning and reconstruction of the railways. 
Although approached from a sectional point of view, the 
investigation would, one aSSumed, embrace London. A 
third main type of transport which was destined to affect 
London seriously was that of air travel. All the portents 
suggested that after the war there would be a great develop- 
ment of this form of travel. The provision of further aero- 
dromes within easy reach of London and of such road and 
rail communications between the aerodromes and the centre 
as would ensure rapidity of ingress and egress seemed 
inescapable. 

Further problems were main markets, open spaces, and 
hospitals and schools. In regard to the last two types of 
building, here again the question of additional open space 
was important. The hospitals of London were, like those of 
most cities, notoriously ill-equipped with open spaces for 
the use of patients, convalescents and staff. Yet, even if 
the hospitals had sufficient open spacé, it was questionable 
whether the buildings were so situated as to serve effectively 
the people they were intended to serve. To what extent 
the London hospital system needed and was capable of 
revision as regarded the buildings and their location, sites 
and spheres of influence was, perhaps, a matter of surmise. 
A survey of these matters was being carried out at the 
moment and the whole position reviewed. 


Schools and the Future. 

“Considering London of the future,’ said the speaker, 
‘is it not true that one of the most important, if not the 
most important, of all the buildings is the school where are 
housed during the most impressionable years of their lives, 
when environment counts for so much, the citizens of that 
future? Many of the schools of London, like much of the 
housing, were built at a time when social and architectural 
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standards were at their lowest ebb. Although numbers of 
new schools have been built to meet modern needs, and 
many more adjusted and renovated with the same end in 
view, there still remain large numbers which, in their 
restriction of site, physical condition and drabness, should 
be exorcised as soon as possible and practicable. The 
school-building programme of the County Council in its 
wide extent and scale is, in effect, a recognition of this.” 
Finally we came to the churches. Did not all the signs 
suggest that the time had come for religious authorities to 
review the whole question of the numbers and location of 
their buildings ? 

In conclusion, Lord Latham said: ‘‘ The central problem 
is to eliminate the defective, the outworn, the inefficient, to 
preserve whatever is good and worthy of London, as judged 
by modern standards, and to establish a proper balance 
between the multifarious interests and the different sectors. 
It is, above all, essential to achieve these things whilst at 
the same time allowing London to function as far as possible 
in its normal way. Surgical operations may, and indeed will 
be necessary, but death to any main individual organ or 
to the body as a whole cannot in any sense be risked. This 
entails the spreading out of the reconstruction and reorgan- 
isation over a comparatively long term of years. 

“The war, with its destruction of property, and perhaps 
with the change of outlook which it has engendered, has 
made the achievement of certain objectives in the replan- 
ning of London easier than they would otherwise have been. 
When reconstruction takes place, it should be done in a 
systematic and co-ordinated way, always with a finer, 
more convenient and greater London as the ultimate objec- 
tive. Wren’s great plan for the City, after the Fire, was 
never put into execution. Clashes between irreconcilable 
interests supervened. Neither this nor any other condition 
must be allowed to prevent the carrying out of the twentieth- 
century plan of London.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarilu 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 


oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 5 


as possible.) 
Restrictions on Building. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sr1r,—Despite the existing restric- 
tions on building works costing over 
£100, it is apparent that the law in 
this respect is being constantly breken, 
particularly on work of reconstruction, 
additions to premises, etc. 

Il am not aware of the methods employed 
in checking up on current building work, 
but I beg to suggest that a very simple and 
effective method would be for the Govern- 
ment to resume a practice which. they 
discontinued at the outbreak of war. This 
was the issuing of a form each month to 
all local authorities asking for details of 
plans approved by their Council. 

The form was issued by the Ministry of 
Labour, it was comparatively simple to fill 
in, and could be adopted, with a little 
modification, for the above-mentioned 


purpose. 
J. Hutt, 


Building Inspector. 
Leigh, Lancs. 


A Definite Reconstruction Policy. 

To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 
Str,—Our huge cities are testimony 
to the folly of our predecessors. I have 
spent two years recently in a town of 
about 50,000 inhabitants, and I can 
confirm from observation the generally 
accepted principle that such a town 
represents the maximum development 
of desirable economic life. I look then 
for the creation of such towns either 
‘as entirely new developments or as 


munities. 

The difficulty of dealing with decen- 
tralisation is greatly enhanced by the 
failure of past Governments to have trans- 
ferred the land to the nation. That 
should have been done in times of peace. 
It may have to be done now after the 
abnormalities created by war, such as dis- 
persed population, disorganised trade and 
the change from war to peace industry. 

The effect of war is a decrease of land 
values. This process would be intensified 
by decentralisation. From a_ national 
point of view the land values created by 
the growth of new centres, whilst de- 
creasing the rateable values of the decen- 
tralised cities, would increase those of the 
new centres. One process would largely 
counterbalance the other. 

Some advantages that would accrue from 
decentralisation to offset decline in rate- 
able value are: Decreased police super-. 





PAPER IN WAR TIME 


The fight goes on to gain paper for 
munitions of war. On both fronts— 
paper economy and waste paper salvage 
—every firm and individual can do 
helpful work. First, see that no un- 
necessary letters are sent ; cut down size 
of stationery and use both sides if neces- 
sary; re-use envelopes. Save packing 
material and re-use everything possible. 
What is definitely waste must be collected 
and passed over to the waste paper 
merchant. A postcard to Waste Paper 
Recovery Association, Ltd., 154, Fleet 
Stieet, E.C.4, will bring you the name of 
your nearest dealer. Economy of paper 
and salvage of waste are national duties. 

Paper salvage means munitions, and 
munitions spells victory ! 











less public lighting, less road maintenance 
(by reason of less traffic generally), fewer 
hospitals, less water supply, less sewers 
and sewerage. 

But these material considerations sink 
into insignificance compared with the 
immense gains in health to those who have 
left the city for new centres as well as to 
those who remain. 

A. W. Crampton, F.S.I. 

Moorings-court, N.W.3. 

Ancient Windmills. 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 

Sir,—The Society for the Protection 
of Ancient Buildings has written offer- 
ing its help in safeguarding the 
ancient windmills of Britain. This 
Society, in the past, has done much 
(even with limited funds) in the way 
of putting into working order mills 
that would otherwise have been rele- 
gated as derelicts. Many millers run 
their concerns at very little profit, and 
consequently they are unable to meet 
the cost of replacements resulting 
from wear and tear of the mechanism. 

Through its Windmill Fund the Society 
has extended financial aid to the miller. 
Such timely action has been the means of 
keeping in working order many mills 
which otherwise would have ceased to 
exist as productive concerns. 

I hope that Lord Woolton, who has 
promised to give consideration to my 
letter on the subject, will realise the 
necessity of preserving the wind-driven 
mills, not as monuments of antiquity but 
as essential workable units turning out an 
ever-incréasing production of the vital 
food of life. 


Southport. Gorpon Hem. 
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BUILDING INDUSTRIES 
NATIONAL COUNCIL. 


TENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


Tue tenth annual meeting of B.I.N.C. 
was held on April 30. Mr. R. Coppock, 
C.B.E., Hon.A.R.I.B.A., in the course of 
his speech, said that since the last annual 
meeting continuous efforts had been made 
to secure the recognition of the Minister of 
Works and Buildings that B.I.N.C. was 
the appropriate organisation representative 
of the interests in the building industry 
competent to give him advice on matters 
relating to that industry, and many con- 
versations to that end had taken place. 

These discussions had been opened up 
by the previous President with the 
Minister’s predecessor (Lord Reith), and 
had been continued with Lord Portal. The 
major difficulty was that other bodies had 
been pressing similar claims, and Lord 
Reith had decided, in consequence, to sub- 
mit the whole issue to an inquiry which 
was conducted by Mr. Justice Lewis, and 
it was believed that his report justified the 
charge of lack of co-ordination in the 
industry. 

It was necessary for the building indus- 
try to examine itself and decide whether, 
in fact, it was precisely what it projected 
itself to be. It was a fact that there were 
some 500 to 600 different organisations 
within the structure of the industry. 

Again, the statements that were being 
made from time to time in the House of 
Commons gave fair warning that the time 
was approaching when it might be essen- 
tial to submerge many of our vested 
interests for the common good. This had 
become increasingly manifest during the 
past twelve months. What was wrong, 
however, was for the policy of the industry 
to be directed by persons “ sitting-in ”’ 
with the Minister, instead of this task 
being discharged by the industry itself. 

In recent months we had seen the estab- 
lishment of numbers of technical com- 
mittees by bodies within the industry, and 
the Ministry of Works and Buildings had 
set up an organisation under Sir James 
West with some 17 sub-committees, all 
dealing with technical matters in relation 
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to planning, etc. But the important issue 
was this—where the advice tendered by 
the outside organisations clashed with that 
given to the Minister by his own advisers, 
the independent advice had nearly always 
been rejected. 

It was vitally important to appreciate 
the true magnitude of the problems facing 
the industry, which were to-day greater 
than ever before. They all had some 
vested interest or other, but it was possible 
that in the post-war period we would find 
them overridden by the compelling desire 
of the nation for decent homes and living 
conditions generally. 

On the Operatives’ side it might become 
necessary to face up to radical changes, 
but the vital necessity of safeguarding the 
major interests of the community had to 
be borne in mind. There might also be 
great changes in the contracting system, 
but it was essential to keep in mind the 
important fact that if and when these 
changes came, they might find the greatest 
difficulty in projecting even one point of 
view through the fog of ideas and advice 
now being put before the Minister. 

To this end, therefore, it was essential 
for B.I.N.C. to be officially accepted as 
the authoritative and representative body 
for advising the Minister on these and 
related subjects. But they could not hope 
to achieve this happy position until they 
had secured proper co-ordination within 
their ranks. They were all apt to think 
in terms of normal peace-time economy, 
but must keep constantly before them the 
possibility of fundamental changes. 

The whole complex problem of organisa- 
tion must, therefore, be taken into the 
picture in order that proper security and 
safeguards could be attained. They must 
be prepared to sink their prejudices for 
the common weal, and there were ways 
and means whereby this could be accom- 
plished. 

It had been estimated that on the civil 
engineering side of the industry alone 
some 250,000 to 300,000 workpeople would 
be required for post-war reconstruction and 
development, whilst on the building side 
1,500,000 to 1,750,000 workmen would be 
needed to carry through the post-war pro- 
gramme. 
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They had to think in terms of an annual 
expenditure of some £800,000,000 for the 
ten years following the cessation of hos- 
tilities. This was a vast amount of work, 
and it must be organised on a properly 
planned basis. Every avenue to that end 
must be explored, so that the unhappy 
experiences of the past, with its periodic 
booms and slumps, with their inevitable 
repercussions, were not repeated. 

In the past it had been necessary to 
allow for an approximate figure of 20 per 
cent. unemployment on the building side 
and as much as 60 per cent. on-the civil 
engineering side. When the building in- 
dustry was idle this had a bad effect on 
a variety of associated trades; when the 
building industry was flourishing ‘its 
ancillary and associated trades were busy. 

The main point, however, to be borne 
in mind was that in this whole compli- 
cated problem they could arrive at a 
co-ordinated policy only through a central 
machine, and their activities could be cen- 
tralised only in that way. It might be 
necessary and desirable to discuss that par- 
ticular aspect of the matter with the 
Minister of Works and Buildings, and to 
widen their basis of representation so that 
even the smallest organisation could find 
a place within their ranks. The realism 
of the post-war period would cause all diffi- 
culties to focus themselves in proper 
perspective. 

Bearing in mind all those issues, con- 
cluded the speaker, he hoped that the 
organisation would expand and extend its 
ramifications, so that it would be in an 
unassailable position and capable of 
assuming the responsibilities that would 
be thrust upon its shoulders. Only 
through the activity of the building indus- 
try could the reconstruction and physical 
and economic rehabilitation of the nation 
be achieved, and they must be prepared 
to play their part, of necessity am im- 
portant one, in the general planning and 
organisation that must inevitably arise. 

Mr. Coppock was re-elected President 
for the ensuing year. Mr. G. H. Parker, 
Chairman of the National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry, was re-elected 
Senior Vice-President. Mr. B. S. Townroe, 
M.A., D.L., J.P., Hon.A.R.I.B.A., was 
elected Hon. Treasurer. 
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ALLIANCE HOUSE, CAXTON STREET, S.W. 
MR. R. MOUNTFORD PIGOTT, M.C., F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


THIS MODERN BLOCK OF FLATS WAS BUILT FOR 
the United Kingdom Alliance on the site of 
the old Medical School belonging to West- 
minster Hospital, and was completed some 
three years ago. There is little comment to 
be made on the plans beyond the fact that they 
were designed to give the maximum amount 
of light to the offices, and the set-backs on the 
upper floors were regulated by the angle of light 
from Caxton Hall opposite. A feature of the 
basement is an attractive hall, with seating 
accommodation for about 150. The walls are 


panelled in oak, which was carried out by 
Messrs. H. H. Martyn & Co., Ltd., of Chel- 
tenham. 

The general contractors were Messrs. Hudson 
Bros., Ltd., of St.- John’s-hill, S.W.11. The 
steel framing was carried out by Power’s & 
Deane Ransome’s, Ltd., the concrete floors by 
Kleine Co., Ltd., the central heating and hot 
water by Rosser & Russell, electrical work 
by Drake & Gorham, and the lifts by Bennie 
Lifts. The architect was Mr. R. Mountford 
Pigott, M.C., F.R.I.B.A., J.P. 
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R.A. Exhibition, 1942. 
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TWO SMALL HOUSES AND TWO BUNGALOWS 
MESSRS. W, CURTIS GREEN, R.A., SON AND LLOYD, ARCHITECTS. 














R.A. SCULPTURE 


Tue tide of war has passed the sculp- 
tors by. Except in two or three cases 
there is no trace that we are engaged 
in a struggle for survival. Nor, with a 
few honourable exceptions, is the col- 
lection of work on view any real adver- 
tisement for the arts of peace. Perhaps 
the most interesting exhibit-is James 
Wooprorp’s “‘ Rescue, Chalk Farm ’’— 
a strong piece of carving, using a cross- 
section of elm (828); but, generally 
speaking, women sculptors gain the 
day, and Tonre Brienau’s “ Cart- 


horse Lying Down”’ (818), a statuette 
in terra-cotta; HELEn Mackay’s 
“Torso ” (766); and Nancy VINCENT’s 
** African Girl ” (777) sustain the repu- 
tation of the room. Three reliefs in 
Hopton Wood stone—“ They shall not 
pass ”’ (804), by Irene Foorp-Ketcey; 
“Christus Rex” (805) and Princeps 
Pacis (806) by Rosamunp M. B. 
FLetcHER—show vitality and consider- 
able powers of composition. By com- 
parison, Gitpert Bayes’s relief, ‘‘ When 
London Burned” (745) is not up to 
this sculptor’s standard, though his 
gay little “‘ Goose Girl” (764) is de- 


lightful. Sir W. Rem Dicx’s statuette 
“ Sketch ” has a lyric quality not usu- 
ally noticeable in his work (754) 
‘Girl's Head” (816) is the best of 
RicHarp Garse’s statuettes in hard 
stucco. Gitpert Lepwarp’s statue in 
Portland stone—‘‘ Strands of Man” 
(821)—is a masculine piece hardly up 
to this sculptor’s best form. The por- 
trait heads are a dull lot, but honour- 
able exceptions are ‘“‘Jan’”’ (765), a 
head in white mahogany, by INGER 
Noruott; AttaNn Howes’s “ Portrait ” 
(825); and Exste Pentianp’s “ Victor 
Bonney ”’ (782). 
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G. Stewart & Macdonald Gill, delt. 


ARCHITECTURE 
AT THE 
ROYAL ACADEMY 


LIVERPOOL METROPOLITAN 
~ CATHEDRAL 


Above: THE SANCTUARY TRANSEPTS. 
Right: THE SANCTUARY PLAN. 


SIR EDWIN LUTYENS, P.R.A., 
ARCHITECT. 








George Stewart, delf. 












































427 








428 THE BUILDER May 15 1942 


ARCHITECTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITION 
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L, de Soissons, delt. 


STUDY FOR AN ENTRANCE, REGENT’S PARK BARRACKS 
MR. LOUIS DE SOISSONS, A.R.A., ARCHITECT. 








John L,' Denman, delt. 


ADDITIONS TO NORTH FRONT OF ERIDGE CASTLE, SUSSEX 
MR. JOHN L. DENMAN, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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ARCHITECTURE AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITION 














CHURCH OF ST. FAITH. MESSRS. W. CURTIS GREEN, R.A., SON AND LLOYD, ARCHITECTS. 


FOUNTAIN CLOISTER BLACKMOOR HAMPSHIRE” 
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Vernon Helbing, delt. 


FOUNTAIN CLOISTER, BLACKMOOR, HANTS. SIR HERBERT BAKER, R.A., ARCHITECT. 
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SOME POST-WAR EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS OF 
THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


By F.1.0.B. 


2.—EDUCATION OF WORKMEN. 


Tue original method of training work- 
men has always been by apprenticeship. 
This still applies, but in recent years has 
been modified and extended by technical 
education in night schools. How does this 
system work? 

The whole basis of apprenticeship, a 
system which goes back to the Middle 
Ages, and probably earlier, was paternal. 
It was assumed, and was true up to two 
generations ago, and even later in some 
country districts, that the apprentice lived 
in his master’s house. The master was 
responsible not only for the apprentice’s 
technical education but for his moral and 
physical well-being. Under the guild 
system he was answerable to the heads of 
the guild for properly fulfilling his duties 
under all three categories. Even after the 
guild system died out, he was, living as 
he did in small and closely centralised com- 
munities, under the eyes of his neighbours. 
The whole system, in fact, was based on 
masters who carried on business in a com- 
paratively small way and in a restricted 
area, and who lived in close and intimate 
contact with both the apprentice and his 
parents. 

Up to comparatively recently, in coun 
districts, something of this nature was still 
true, but the bulk of: the workmen and 
hence the bulk of the apprentices, now live 
in large and widespread urban areas, in 
which there is no social contact between 
masters and men. The master, in the 
majority of cases, is not an individual at 
all, but a imited company. There may be 
among the directors someone who takes an 
interest in the apprentices or there may 
not. If there are, it is regarded more as 
a hobby than a duty. practice the 
training of apprentices in such firms is 
usually left to foremen or charge hands. 
This is apt to lead to several evils. There 
is a temptation, especially when a contract 
has been taken at a low price, to put 
apprentices to rough and hard work, re- 
quiring but little skill, so that, owing to 
their lower wages, a larger profit can be 
obtained, and not-to teach them the more 
difficult and delicate work, in which skill 
and experience are so necessary that the 
lower rates will not- compensate for their 
lack of knowledge. Moreover, whereas the 
master of the past always had some and 
frequently a great deal of theoretic know- 
ledge, and often designed as well as con- 
structed, the modern foreman has usually 
so much to do that he has no time to im- 
part his theoretic knowledge, while the 
charge hand usually does not know enough, 
It was to overcome this last deficiency that 
the technical schools were started. Thus 
we have two systems functioning together, 


or attempting to do so, and the result, as 
might have been expected, has not been 
satisfactory. As far as the old system is 


concerned, its whole basis has been swept 
away by economic and social changes, and 
it can no more be recreated than feudalism 
or the small townships of the eighteenth 
century. 

Many, like the late G. K. Chesterton and 
Mr. Hilaire Belloc, regret the fact, but 
it remains a fact and it is impossible to 
put the clock back. So, far from going 
back to individualism, we are clearly going 
forward to more and more mass produc- 
tion in all respects. 

Can, then, the new system of technical 
classes function by itself? No, for the 
simple reason that the professional teacher 
must of necessity become’ divorced from the 


facts of practical experience, and it is 
almost impossible for him to keep pace 
with the constant ¢ es of modern in- 
dustry. Besides these difficulties, theoretic 
education without practical experience can 
never make a cr I am aware, of 
course, that practical work forms part of 
the curriculum of all technical institutes, 
but such classes, carried on, as they must 
be, under artificial surroundings, cannot 
take the place of practical experience on 
actual buildings. This difficulty, in fact, is 
more serious in the building trade than in 
many others, owing to the size of buildings. 
A motor-car, a piano, and many other 
comparatively smal] articles can com: 
pletely made inside an institute; a build- 
ing, except of minute size, cannot. With 
plumbing and certain of the decorative 
trades, the difficulty is ‘not so great. but 
with the constructional trades it is in 
surmountable. In fact, the practical ex- 
perience which ‘the apprentice gained 
under the old system cannot be dispensed 
with. How, then, is the difficulty to be 
overcome ? 


I would suggest that apprenticeship 
should be, not to individuals or to firms, 
but to the Federation as a whole, and 
the apprentices then distributed among 
the members according to where they live, 
‘but the responsibility for them to remain 
with the Federation; and that inspectors 
should be appointed to exercise super- 
vision and see that the boys were properly 
instructed, and that the evils mentioned 
above should not occur. The advantages 
of such a system would be considerable. 
Various malpractices which have occurred 
would be rendered impossible. If certain 
firms did mot treat the apprentices 
properly, they could be removed and the 
fact made public. Even if the reasons 
were not given, the fact that they could 
be so removed would probably act as a 
deterrent, especially in the provinces, 
where public opinion is far stronger than 
in London. e greater fluidity of ap- 
prentices which would be possible would, 
apart from any question of neglect, be 
of great value. 
instances have occurred of firms who have 
taken apprentices, in all good faith, in 
their joiners’ shop, when trade was brisk, 

ing it very hard to employ them with 
advantage to fhe ‘boys because business 
fell off. This may occur not only when 
general trade is bad, a factor no one can 
help, but when firms are busy, owing to 
the growing habit in pre-war days of 
architects specifying special firms to carry 
out work such as joinery and plumbing, 
and very often plastering. The result has 
often been that builders may have had a 
large number of contracts in hand, and 
yet be at their wits’ end to know what 
to do with their apprentices, except with 
regard to bricklaying and carpentering. 
Of course, if apprentices were removed 
for this reason, the fact could be clearly 
stated, so that no slur could lie on the 
firm concerned, Similarly, if a firm hav- 
ing a large number of bricklayer appren- 
tices found that, though busy, the bulk of 
their work was of a rough and simple 
nature, such as warehouses and factories, 
they could be transferred to firms working 
= buildings requiring more _ elaborate 
skill. 


This suggestion appears to me to be a 
via media between too theoretical training 
and the disadvantages of the old system 
now that the masters usually do not, and 


Of recent years many. 
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frequently cannot, carry out their respon- 
sibilities. 

There is one problem which will arise 
immediately after demobilisation in this 
war, as after the last. Large numbers of 
men will return to civil life whose train- 
ing was not completed when they were 
called u 


p. 
After the last war, these men, quite 
naturally from their own point of view, 
rushed into employment at full rates, and 
most of them, as a result, never learnt 
their trade properly. This is one of the 
principal reasons for the appallingly low 
standard of craftsmanship over the last 
twenty years. é 
After this war it should be made obliga- 
tory for men of this type to complete their 
training. As mogt of them will be grown 
men and possibly married, it would be 
unfair that they should be paid only at 
the apprentice’s rate. As the break in 
their training was caused by their being 
called up to serve the community, ob- 
viously the community should make up 
the difference between the apprentice’s 
and the full rate. This will be one of 
the greatest difficulties after the war in 
the building industry, owing not only to 
the numbers of men ‘who have been called 
up, but to the number who have or will 
be transferred to munitions making and 
kindred work. 
(Z'o be continued.) x 


ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY 
92ND ANNUAL MEETING. 


THE ninety-second annual report of the 
Architects’ Benevolent Society was 
adopted at the Society’s annual meeting 
held on April 30.- The President, Mr, 
W. H. Ansett, M.C., P.R.I.B.A., in 
moving the adoption of the report, said 
that the Council -were constantly con- 
sidering new ways of raising funds, and 
their aim was to arouse in all architects 
a sympathetic interest in the work of the 
Society. Over a thousand donations had 
been received in response to the half- 
crown appeal, a considerable increase over 
the number received for the previous 
appeal, and the majority were from new 
contributors, which was very encouraging 
to the Society. The technical Press had, 
as always, been most generous in giving 
free advertising space to the Society, and 
in publishing appeals for its fund, and for 
this the Council were most grateful. 

The President emphasised the Society’s 
thanks to the American Institute of 
Architects for the sum of £650 which 
they had collected and sent for the relief 
of distress among architects’ families in 
Britain. Some grants had already been 
made from this fund, chiefly for assis- 
tance in the training of children, in accor- 
dance with the wish expressed by the 
donors. The Society had received many 
interesting and appreciative letters regard- 
ing the grants made by the Council. 

n the absence of the treasurer (Capt. 
H. 8. Goodhart-Rendel) on active service, 
Str Harry VANDERPANT, Vice-President 
and Hon. Auditor, presented the accounts 
and balance-sheet. The decrease in sub- 
scriptions and ordinary donations, and the 
increase in printing and labour costs, had 
reduced the Society’s available income, 
but this had been offset by the Half- 
Crown Fund and the American Fund. It 
was hoped that in the coming year the 
funds would be increased still further by 
the generosity of the profession. 

The Council and officers were elected 
for the year of office 1942-43, with Mr. 
W. H. Ansell as President (re-elected). 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING ASSOCIATION 


‘‘ AGRICULTURE IN THE POST-WAR 
PLAN.” ; 


At a lunch-time meeting of this Associa- 
tion, held on April 30 at Regent-street, 
W.1, Mr. L. F. Easterprook spoke on 
‘* Agriculture in the Post-War Plan.” The 
Viscount LyMINGTON was in the: chair. 

ings wy the lecturer) is a relative 
term. Freedom is really a matter of decid- 
ing what sacrifices of individual liberty are 
least irksome to the community as a whole. 
{t is in this light we must think about the 
greater amount of control that must un- 
doubtedly be introduced for our food pro- 
ducing industry after the war. At. present 
there is very drastic control of farming. 
’armers are ordered to grow certain crops, 
to spread certain fertilisers on their land, 
ond are even being forbidden to go out. of 
dairy farming. There will be no excuse for 
enything ag drastic as that when the war 
is over. But we must ensure first. of all 
that our land is used to the best advantage, 


The County Agricultural War Commit- 
tees seem to offer a valuable type of 
ruachinery for seeing that this is done. It 
is @ phi to occupy British soil. It is 
a still greater privilege to own it. There- 

fore we cannot afford inefficient owners any 
hetter than inefficient farmers. Some 
think that the State should own all the 
land on this account. That may be so.. If 
the State owned the land, it would have a 
vested interest in seeing that iculture 
prospered. And that might not be a bad 
thing. But before embarking upon so vast 
.2 project. and venturing into such un- 
charted country, we must do some hard 
thinking. Who would be responsible for 
administering this gigantic enterprise? A 
body like the Forestry Commission, say 
some, The analogy between forestry and 
farming, however, is only a superficial one. 
The Ministry of Agriculture? After spend- 
ing the first. two years of this war as a 
inember of that Ministry, I hold them 
in even higher estimation than I did 
before I knew them so well. But my ex- 
perience has confirmed my belief that they 
were never designed to do such a job. 
Farmers in this war have. achieved 
miracles. They have confounded the ex- 
perts in the quantity of food they have 
grown under wartime conditions. A cen- 
tral plan and the work of the County Com- 
mittees have helped greatly in this. But 
the Ministry themselves have been the first 
to admit that the secret of success has 
inainly been due to the efforts of 300,000 
farmers thinking, acting and planning for 
themselves. I cannot see farming flourish- 
ing under the stereotyped management of a 
Government Department—although, as I 
say, we may have to come to this. 

But before emptying out the baby with 
the bath-water and abolishing land owner- 
ship because our pre-war efforts to strangle 
it so nearly succeeded, couldn’t we see 
first if it can’t be made to work? Could 
we not try to revive the profession of land- 
owning just as we are now reviving the 
profession of farmer? We might take a 
sample estate and try it out. That’s the 
best way to find the answer. It would be 
desirable to select some of the best farms 
as local demonstration centres, so that all 
could learn from the operations of the most 
successful practical men. That is the fune- 
tion that the home farm of the old-time 
estate should have fulfilled. In return for 
this, owners would have security. Death 
duties would not be payable on the money 
invested in these enterprises. Owners un- 
able or unwilling to co-operate would have 
to be displaced others who would, just 
a3 inefficient tenant farmers are now dis- 
possessed of land where they perform no 
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useful: function. There would, ef course, 
have to be a:central Land Commission for 
the whole country, responsible through the 
Minister of Agriculture to Parliament, for 
administering the whole scheme and evict- 
ing owners who were merely rent-receivers 
or winged game hunters, So far as pos- 
sible execution of the plan should come 
from landowners the ves, even as the 
Ministry. of Agriculture now depends 
largely upon farmers themselves to. carry 
out their agricultural plan. 

Side’ by side with this talk about 
nationalising the land runs the suggestion 
for laying farm. to farm and running’ the 

untryside like. a factory, with depart- 
mental managers in the place of farmers. 
I do agree that. many of our farms are too 
small, and still more of our fields want 
straightening out and even enlarging, 
especially those under, say, eight acres. [ 
will even say that there is a place for the 
big mechanised farm in certain parts of the 
country, like. East Anglia or parts of 
Hampshire. But a much larger area of our 
country is suited to mixed farming, live- 
stock, and a certain amount of cultivated 
land to feed the stock and produce the best, 
grass, and here I suggest that the big 
mechanised unit is utterly unsuited to the 
detailed care and supervision, the unre- 
mitting attention ‘that knows no factory 
hours, so essential to successful manage- 
ment of animals. Those who want to 
Woolworthise our countryside have not yet 
brought forward one single shred of evi- 
dence to show that their factory methods 
will produce the best results. From time 
to time. in the past farms have been amal- 
gamated into vast enterprises of this 
nature, but sooner or later those enter- 
aang -have. disintegrated again. They 

ave. not shown the slightest capacity to 
survive. What evidence there is goes to 
prove that it is the smallish farm that is 
most immune to economic shocks, and also 
that it produces both the highest output 
per acre and the greatest profit per acre— 
I mean farms, say, between 75 and a couple 
of hundred acres. The impassioned tech- 
nocrats, crouching among their graphs and 
their statistics, are trying to put a quick 
one over on us with no attempt whatever 
to produce any practical evidence. It 
sounds all right to a generation inclined 
to believe that the mathematician and the 
chemist hold the only keys to knowledge. 
But-is it? Again I say, let us try and see 
before we commit ourselves. 

For we have to realise that one of the 
main conflicts going on at the moment is 
between Science and Art. Science, with 
its test tubes and its paper conclusions. 
Art that still believes in quality, crafts- 
manship and the human spirit, that 
diversity within unity is one of the marks 
of civilisation. But agriculture, a business 
that deals with living, changing things, 
needs, in my opinion, both Art and Science 
if it is to be successfully pursued. Don’t 
let us forget that we planners are dealing 
not with dry bones, but with the lives of 
men. Man to-day is both scientist and 
artist. Therefore we must plan an efficient 
and a sensible world, but also a world 
where the art of living is not subordinated 
to the standard of living, where the spirit 
finds. the means for self-expression, and the 
countryside produces men and women of 
variety and character, not a dehumanised 
array of black-coated agronomes. 


Bristol Engineering Directory. 

A new edition of this Directory has been 
issued by the Bristol as ager Manufac- 
turers’ Association. In addition to a 
classified index of trades, the book in- 
cludes the Bristol Engineering Advisory 
Panel, technical tables and other useful 
information. Copies, price 9d., may be ob- 
tained from Mr. J. E. Evans, hon sec., 
104, Filton-avenue, Bristol, 7. 
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‘IN PARLIAMENT 


Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners. — 

Mr. Sroxes asked the Minister of 
Supply whether he would state the value 
of work placed through Sir Alexander 
Gibb and Partners since January 1, 1941; 
and the amount of fees and expenses paid 
or credited for the same period. 

Mr. AssHETON said that the value of the 
work placed since January 1, 1941, was 
approximately £5,070,000. The amount 
paid or eredited for the same period on 
account of expenses was £549,801, and on 
aceount of fees, £18,750. The two latter 
sums included the fees and expenses in 
respect of a large amount of work placed 
before but executed after January 1, 1941. 

Mr. Strokes asked the Minister of 
Supply whether he would state the 
amount of fees and expenses paid or 
credited by his department to Sir Alexan- 
der Gibb and Partners up to December 31, 
1940; and what capital cost of work did 
this figure cover. 

Mr. AssHETON said that the amount 
paid or credited up to December 31, 1940, 
on account of expenses was £665,250 and 
on account of fees £19,750. The capital 
cost of the work covered by these figures 
was £21,640,000. : 

In reply to a further question, MR. 
AssHeTon said that the date of the firm’s 
appointment was September 7, 1939. The 
firm continued to act as agents: for the 
Ministry of Supply on certain building 
work. a 


‘M.O.W.B. Planning Personnel. 


Mr. Bossom asked the Parliamentary 
Seeretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings if he would state the approxi- 
mate number of persons in his depart- 
ment now wonsing on post-war problems 
and how. many. of these were below the 
age of 40. 

Mr. H. Strauss said that the number 
of persons employed at the present time 
in the Planning Department of the Minis- 
try and in the Directorate of Post-War 
Building was 56 (29 men and 27 women), 
of whom 31 (9 men and 22 women) were 
below the age of 40. 

Prefabricated Houses. § 

Mr. Hutsert asked the Parliamentar 
Seeretary to the Ministry. of Works an 
Buildings if he could make a statement 
in regard to the experiments his depart- 
ment had carried out for prefabricated 
houses and the use of plasterboard or 
similar material for this purpose. 

Mr. Hicks said, that on assuming re- 
sponsibility in October last for the pro- 
duction of prefabricated buildings, other 
than Nissen huts, the then. Minister of 
Works and Buildings appointed an inter- 
departmental Committee to consider de- 
sign and to make recommendations as to 
types and materials to be approved. All 
the main Departments using, or likely 
to use, prefabricated huts were repre- 
sented on the Committee, together with 
the Building Research Station of the De- 
partment of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. Numerous tests of buildings 
of different types of construction and 
made of a. variety of materials, such 
as concrete, plywood, plasterboard, and 
sawdust-cement, were carried out, and 
certain types, including a plasterboard 
hut of new design which was now com- 
ing into production, were approved. 
Damage to Dwarf Walls. 

In reply to Mr. Hannan, Mr. Hicks 
said that some damage to dwarf walls and 
footpaths was unavoidable when railings 
were rag but this would be repaired 
by his Department as soon as possible. 
Iron Scrap. 

In reply. to Mason Lyons, Mr. Hicks 
said that from Essex, Cumberland and 
Wiltshire, as a result of iron and _steel- 
scrap county sweeps, 1,521, 589 and 1,352 
tens, respectively, had up to April 25 
last, been recovered. In addition, ap- 
proximately 2,500 tons lad been dis- 
covered, but had not yet been sent for- 
ward to consuming works. The total, 
expenses ‘incurred on etaff, travelling 
and expenses were estimated at £3,250. 
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BOOK. REVIEWS 


A Short History of Japanese Architecture. 
By A Sapuer. . Angus and Robert- 
son, Ltd., Sydney and London, 
21s. net. 


This book is written by the Professor 
of Oriental Studies at the University of 
Sydney and published through a grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York. The preface is dated July, 1941, 
when presumably neither author nor pub- 
lisher could have foreseen what the next 
six months would bring for Australia and 
the United States. he subject is im- 
portant, yet it has hitherto attracted 
comparatively little. interest in this 
country, and of 12 books in English listed 
in the Bibliography only one is by an 
Englishman; one by an American, and one 
by ai German; the rest are by Japanese 
experts, including an. excellent little 
manual produced in 1935 by the Govern- 
ment Railways. Thus there is room for 
this well-written volume with its useful 
apparatus of appendices, but it has some 
defects. There are no references in the 
letterpress to the 122 full-page plates 
which follow. it, so that reading of the text 
is difficult. - All the illustrations are. in 
line and are somewhat crudely drawn; 
they also lack a scale, which is essential for 
architectural plans and sections. 

The story’ is interesting from the outset, 
even to a European. The architecture 
described is almost entirely of wood, and 
it appears that this also applies largely 
to present-day building; though one would 
have welcomed more definite information 
about modern domestic life in Japan—e.g., 
whether glass, electric light, modern 
plumbing, .gas-cookers and _ refrigerators 
have been freely introduced. The extreme 
simplicity of the Japanese house is well 
known and goes right back through his- 
tory. We are told that ‘‘ the architect. in 
the sense that we now understand the 
word—that is, a scholarly). professional 
expert who can design anything in any 
style to order—has really only been 
known in Japan since the Restoration of 
1868 and the introduction of European 
ways ’’; and later that ‘‘ the work of’a 
Japanese building can safely be left to the 
master carpenter,” as it is ‘‘so largely 
standardised.” The design of the early 
temples and palaces is attributed to 
monks, up to the end’ of the 16th century, 
when they were superseded by a func- 
tionary bearing the extraordinary title of 
“* Tea Master,”’ who attained this position 
after having gradually become recognised 
as esthetic adviser to the Court. ‘‘ The 
‘Tea Master’ was like an architect who 
was given a commission to design a house 
with its interior decoration, furniture and 
garden, as well as to instruct the owner 
how to live properly.”” But towns were 
also planned formally by somebody long 
before the time of the ‘‘ Tea Masters.” 
Thus, Nara was laid out on a grid-iron 
plan of the eighth century and contained 
50 pagodas. Kyoto was similarly planned 
soon afterwards on a. site more than three 
miles square, divided into building lots 
400 ft. square by straight streets varying 
in width from 40 ft. for: the narrowest 
lanes to 250 ft. for the principal avenue. 
It still contains over a million people and 
is a beautiful city. The sizes of sites and 
houses as well as their character were 
strictly regulated at all periods according 
to the owner’s rank. 

The. earliest Japanese buildings appear 
to have been »of Polynesian character. 
Architecture proper really dates from the 
arrival of the Buddhists in the seventh 
century, and it came from India via China. 
Ultimately its origin is Aryan, for it goes 
back beyond India through Persia to 
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Babylonia. Many fine’ buildings survive 
from the seventh century in spite of fre- 
quent earthquakes and fires) In the 
17th century a sort of Renaissance or 
revival of older forms ‘set in; and in the 
18th century a period of conservatism and 
decline followed. The whole story is 
centred on the technique of» carpentry, 
carried to a point of ingenuity and beauty 
which has been: excelled by no other 
country in the world. M. 8. B. 


Practical Acoustics: and Planning Against 
Noise. By Hore Bacenaz. London : 
Methuen & Co.; Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. 


In the post-war period of rebuilding it 
is likely that new forms of construction 
and new materials will be used which 
will tend to make buildings lighter and 
demand still more insulation than was 
formerly necessary. This will give added 
importance to the study of. acoustics, 
which has been neglected by many archi- 
tects in the past. 

It was not until comparatively recent 
years that the principles of acoustics were 
scientifically applied to the planning of 
buildings, and in too many cases the 
architects trusted to luck for good results 
in acoustics, often ending in lamentable 
failures in execution which necessitated 
the calling in ofan acoustic expert, who 
was then only able to apply palliatives in 
the form of patent materials, which 
method is often costly and ineffective. 
The only effective method would have 
been to pull down and reconstruct certain 
portions. 

Mr. Hope Bagenal’s handbook provides 
an insurance against these failures, and it 
ought to be on the bookshelf of every 
student and practising architect, as it 
deals concisely with the whole problem as 
it affects various types of buildings, and 
includes planning, which is of primary 
importance, as well as construction and 
materials, which, at the moment, are of 
secondary importance, because these are 
constantly varying factors. A thorough 
grasp of the principles laid down in this 
book will help the designer in the initial 
stages of planning, but it is always desir- 
able in addition to obtain the advice of 
the acoustic consultant in the case of most 
buildings. 

In addition to a world-wide reputation 
as an authority on the subject of acous- 
tics, Mr. Bagenal has the advantage of 
being a well-trained and. fully qualified 
architect, and is thus able to’ deal with 
his subject on the broadest lines and 
always with a sensitive feeling for 
esthetics. 

Cyrit A. Farry. 


Hill and Redman’s ‘‘Landiord and 


Tenant’? : Second Cumulative Supple- 
ment. London: Butterworth and Co. 
Price 52s. 6d. (including Supplement). 


Hill and Redman’s ‘‘ Landlord and 
Tenant’ is one of the best-known works 
on this subject. Lawyers and laymen 
alike rely on its guidance.. The publishers 
have now issued a_ second cumulative 
supplement. to the -ninth edition... This 
entirely supersedes the first cumulative 
supplement published in April, 1940, and 
contains all new statutes and regulations 
of the law of landlord and tenant dated up 
to January, 1942, ; 

The call. for its publication is due to 
emergency legislation during the war. It 
contains much new case law relating to 
tenancy. 

As a work of continued reference it is 
most valuable to all who have any con- 
nection with the letting of property. 


[These books may. be obtained through the Pub~ 
lisher, The Builder, 4, Catherine-street, 2.) 
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CASE. UNDER SMALL  TENEMENTS © 
AND 


RECOVERY... ACT, .. 1838, 
HOUSING ACT, 1936. 
Divisional Court or Krya’s BENcH. 


Before the Lorp Cxrer Justice and Mr, — 
Justice HumpHreys and Mr. Justice 


CASSELS. 


Rex v. Snell—ex parte St. Marylebone 
Borough Council. 

In this case the Court granted the appli- 
cation of the St. Marylebone Borough 
Council for an order: of Mandamus 
addressed to Mr. Ivan Snell, the St. Mary- 
lebone Police Court Stipendiary, directing 
that he should hear and determine a com- 
plaint which had been made before him 
on behalf of the Council against a tenant 
for neglecting and refusing: to deliver: up 
possession of a tenement of four rooms 
which the tenant held at a weekly: rent 
of £1. It was alleged that the tenant, by 
her conduct, had rendered herself as being 
capable of being presented to the Court as 
a nuisance. 

The material facts were these :—The 
tenant was given, on May 17, 1941, notice 
to quit, and notice for the recovery of 
possession had been duly served on her 
under the Small Tenements Recovery Act, 
1838. 

Mr. Snell dismissed the complaint. upon 
the ground that, as the rent: of the tene- 
ment exceeded the limit of £20 a year 
specified by the. Act of 1938, he no 
jurisdiction to decide the matter. _ 

By Section I of the Act of 1838 it -was 
enacted that when a tenancy for a term 
of less than seven years of any premises, 
at a rent not exceeding £20 a year had 
been legally determited, and the tenant 
neglected or refused to give up possession, 
the landlord could recover possession by 
complaint made to a Court of Summary 
Jurisdiction. : 

The tenement formed part of a housing 
estate belonging to the Council, consisting 
of blocks of flats, one of which was let to 
the tenant in question, and the Council 
contended that they had power to manage 
an estate for the accommodation of the 
working classes under the Housing Act, 
1936, only, and that that Act gave them 
power to proceed under the Act of 1838 in 
such @ case as the present. 

Mr. Justice Cassels, who delivered the 
judgment of the Court, said that the ques- 
tion for decision had apparently caused 
trouble to local authorities for some years. 
In the opinion of the Court the magistrate 
had jurisdiction to entertain the matter. 
It seemed clear that in enacting Section 
562 (2) of the Housing Act, 1936, Parlia- 
ment had in mind that local authorities 
who had recourse to Courts of Summary 
Jurisdiction for the recovery of possession 
of tenements within the Act, would be met 
with the Small Tenements Recovery Act 
If it could have been contended that the 
Council did not require possession of the 
flat in order to let it to another member 
of the working classes, or for some purpose 
not covered by the Act of 1936, then the 
magistrate would thave been entitled te 
hold that he had no jurisdiction to heat 
and determine the matter. The applica- 
tion would be granted. 

Mr. H. G, ARES appeared for thé 
applicant Council; and Mr, Ryder Richard- 
son for Mr. Snell, the magistrate.‘ é 


A.R.P. in India. 
The National A.R.P. Co-ordinating 
Committee publish from 30, Bedford-row, 


London, W.C.1 (price 4d.), a memorandum) 
on ‘‘ A.R.P. in India,’’ which has beet 


submitted to the Secretary of State fo 


India and High Commissioner for India.) 


HY 
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BUILDING SOCIETIES AND 
POST-WAR _ POLICY 


COMMITTEE APPOINTED. 

Tue Building Societies’ Association 
announces the appointment of a Committee 
on Post-War Reconstruction Policy.. The 
lines on which building societies can par- 
ticipate in post-war housing developments 
and assist in securing improved housing 
standards for the people are among the 
matters to be examined. 

Viscount Sankey, President of the Asso- 
ciation, a ‘former. Lord Chancellor, is 
Chairman of the Committee, whose mem- 
bers are mainly building society leaders, 
reinforced by men from outside. 

In view of the wide terms of reference 
the Committee will be subdivided. One 
sub-committee will inquire into building 
society practice and procedure, giving con- 
sideration to such changes in practice and 
procedure as appear desirable and prac- 
ticable, and in so far as these would be 
suitable for general adoption by member 
societies, with due regard to the import- 
ance of internal administration, basic 
financial ‘stability and public appreciation. 
Attention will also be called to any con- 
sequential modifications (whether in build- 
ing society controlling legislation, in the 
Association’s rules, etc.) which thé recom- 
mendations may involve. 

The other sub-committee will examine 
the general relationship of building 
societies to post-war reconstruction, with 
particular reference.to the lines-on which 
they may usefully and prudently partici- 
pate in post-war -housing developments, 
and at the same time assist in any way 
possible in’ securing improved housing 
standards, and whether such improvement 
would be facilitated by co-operation with 
any other bodies having the same objec- 
tive.. They will also consider whether 
any reforms (and if so, what) in building 
society controlling legislation and structure 
(and in any other directions) may be neces- 
sary to make developments on these lines 
effective ; and any other questions relative 
to building societies in their wider rela- 
tionship’ to their probable post-war 
environment, especially having ‘regard 
throughout to building societies in relation 
to public opinion. 

The following are 
Committee :— 

Mr. A. D: Carmichael (Director, 
Leicester Permanent Building Society). 

Mr. T. R. Chandler, F.I.A. (General 
Manager and Director, Woolwich Equit- 
able Building Society). ; 

Sir Charles Davies (General Manager 
‘and Director, Leeds Permanent Building 
Society). 

Mr. -L. Gaughan (General Manager and 
Secretary, Borough Building Society). 

Mr. W. S. Heatley (General. Manager, 
Coventry Permanent. Economic Building 
Society). 

Mr. Arthur Hollis, F.S.1., F.A.I. (for 
consultation 
Committee) (Director of the Leeds Per- 
manent Building Society; Deputy-Com- 
missioner, North Eastern Region, War 
Damage Commission). 

Mr. Hubert Newton, F.C.I.S. (General 
Manager, Leek and Moorlands Building 
Society). . Y 

Sir William McLintock, Bart., G.B.E. 
(senior partner, Thomson, McLintock and. 
Co., member of various Royal Commis- 
sions, Departmental Committees, etc. ). 

Mr. Stanley C. Ramsey, F.R.I.B.A. 
(Chairman, National Building Society ; 
Member of Council, R.I.B.A., etc.). 

Mr. Sydney A. Smith, F.S.I., F.A.I. 
(Member, Royal Commission on Distribu- 
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tion of Industrial Population; Director, 
Fourth City Building Society). 

Dr. L. Dudley Stamp (Reader in 
Economic Geography, University of 
London; Director of Land Utilisation Sur- 
vey of Great Britain). 

Mr. Andrew Stewart, C.A:, F.C.1.8. 
(General Manager and Director, Hudders- 
field Building Society). 

Mr. Mowbray Thompson, J.P, (Chair- 
man of the Grainger Building Society; 
President of the Chartered Institute of 
Secretaries). 

Mr. Arthur Webb, J.P., F.C.LS. 
(Chairman, Co-operative Permanent Build- 
ing Society). 

Brig.-Gen. Sir Edward N. Whitley, 
K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0., D.L. (President 
of the Halifax Building Society). 

Mr. F. M. Wright, A.C.A. 
and Secretary, Shern Hall 
Building Society). 

Members of the Emergency Committee 
of the Building Societies’ Association are 
ex-officio members of the Committee :— 
Mr. David W. Smith, J.P., F-C.1S. 
(Chairman); Mr. W. McKinnell, F.F.A., 
Mr. R. Bruce Wycherley, M.C., F.C.I.S. 
(Deputy-Chairmen); Sir Harold Bellman, 
LL.D., J.P.; Mr. Lewis H. Pratt, F.C.1.8. 


ENGLISH JOINERY 
MANUFACTURERS 


The report of the English Joinery Manu- 
facturers’ Association (Incorporated), pre- 
sented at the annual general meeting on 
May 7, shows that in the year ended 
March 31 last the Association received 
approximately a further £1,000,000 in 
orders for allocation to its members, 
making a_ total of approximately 
£3,000,000. The Association has been suc- 
cessful in securing that 60 of its members 
remain on the reduced Government tender- 
ing list of 90. The Association has also 
been busy in organising the Government 
concentration of production scheme to the , 
best advantage of Government and in 
dustry, and benefits anticipated are the 
protection of nucleus factories as far as 
possible from requisitioning, the restric- 
tion of Government orders, where possible, 
to nucleus firms, and affording preferential. 
treatment with regard to labour supply 
and help in safeguarding supplies of raw 
materials. During the year a Develop- 
ment Committee has been formed and a 
technical adviser (an architect) has been 
appointed. Membership has grown from 
76 to 90. 


(Manager 
(Methodist) 
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THE SLIDING DOOR PEOPLE 
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PLUMBING APPRENTICESHIP 


A meeTING of the Plumbing Trades’ 
National Apprenticeship Council was held 
at the Institute of Plumbers; ‘81, Gower- 
street, W.C.1, on Wednesday, March 25. 
Mr. D..N, Griffiths, B.Sc., M.I.Mech.E., 
was.in thea chair, and.the following bodies 
were represented:: Plumbers’, Glaziers’ 
and Domestic Engineers’ Union, Mr. F. 
Hoey; National Council.for the. Registra- 
tion of Plumbers, Mr. H. W. Newman 
and Mr. E. J. Shea; Ministry of Labour, 
Mr. H. E. Mann; Board of Education, 
Mr, J. L. Manson, H.M.I.; Association 
of Technical Institutions, Mr. H. W. 
Mole, F.R.I.B.A., M.1I.Struct.E., Hon. 
Sec.; Co-opted Members, Mr..H. Black- 
man, Mr. H. Davies. 

“The Chairman .anndunced with regret 
the sudden death of Mr. T. McKenna, 
and the Council expressed their apprecia- 
tion of his services to the apprenticeship 
movement by standing in silence. 

Election of Officers.—Mr. Shea. pro- 
posed and Mr. Newman seconded, that 
all ‘officers be re-elected, with Mr. Hoey 
as Vice-Chairman. This was carried 
unanimously. 

City and Guilds Prizes.—A letter was 
received from the City and Guilds asking 
whether the usual paragraphs could be in- 
cluded in their programme giving particu- 
lars of the Lead Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion and Copper Development Association 
prizes, and this was agreed to. 

Fhe ‘‘Cole. Report.’’—Considerable 
discussion took place upon thee ‘‘ Cole 
Report,” particularly. with reference to 
the question’ of apprenticeship. Mr. 
Manson gave information as to develop- 
ments taking. place in connection with 
apprenticeship, and much discussion en- 
sued in which Messrs. Blackman, Davies, 
Hoey and Newman took part. . 

Area Reports.—Reports were .presented 
from the following areas :— 

in * No,inden- Nog.com- No. still 
tured up pleted in 

todate. training. training. 
N.E. Coast 600 402 174 
London 188 106 65 
Manchester 49 3 45 
N.E. Lancs 189 139 61 

(5.11.41) 

The meeting adjourned until May 13. 


COOKING EQUIPMENT 


FOR CANTEENS. 

A schedule of ‘‘ austerity.’’ cooking 
appliances for use by Government Depart- 
ments ordering kitchen equipment for new 
British Restaurants and canteens for 
schools, pitheads and factory workers has 
been published for the Ministry of Works 


Council. 


' and Buildings by H.M.. Stationery Office, 


price 1s. This. schedule replaces that 
issued in September, 1941,and consider- 
ably. reduces the number of. designs, types 
and sizes then approved. . It was produced 
with the full co-operation. of. manufacturers 
and all interested. Government Depart- 
ments, and includes all the equipment 
necessary for ‘cariteen kitchens in war 
time. All appliances’ and materials used 
must be in accordance with’ British 
Standard Specifications, Home Office Regu- 
lations and the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers’ Regulations for Electrical 
Equipment for Buildings. Appendices 
covering kitchen machinery and _ fittings, 
tea-making appliances and. portable equip- 
ment will be published shortly. 


Scott Committee and Landscape 
Architects. 

The Institute. of Landscape Architects 
have submitted -evidence to Lord Justice 
Scott’s Committee on Land Utilisation’ in 
Rural Areas. SEtdy 


E 
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FEDERATION OF GREATER 
LONDON MASTER BUILDERS 
FIFTH QUARTERLY GENERAL 

| MEETING. 


Tue fifth quarterly general meeting of 
this Federation was held on Tuesday, 
April 28, at the Connaught ms, W.C. 
There were nearly 200 members present, 
and the chair was occupied by the Presi- 
dent, Mr. A. N. Dove, J.P., L.C.C., 
M.I.0.B., who was supported by officers 
and members of the Council. 

The President apologised for the late 
cancellation of the luncheon which had 
been arranged, but hoped that in the near 
future they would be able to continue the 
luncheon meetings, which had been a 
feature of the Federation since its incep- 
tion. 

The Council report as presented was 
adopted, and the following resolution deal- 
ing with the matter. of Associates was 
moved by Mr. C. E. Carter, Chairman of 
the Policy Committee, and a poll was 
taken for voting purposes which proved 
the majority two to one in favour of the 
resolution :— 

“That approved applications in any 
trade or profession connected with the 
building industry be privileged to become 
Associates of this Federation at a sub- 
scription of £3 3s. per annum. This sub- 
scription shall entitle an Associate to the 
receipt of the Fedération’s’ bulletins as 
issued. from time to time, the annual list of 
members, the services to be obtained from 
the use of the Federation’s Debt Collecting 
Department and (at the discretion of the 
‘ Council) the use Of such other Departments 
as may be set up from time to time for 
the benefit of members of the Federation. 
Such Associates shall not be members and 
shall have no voting rights whatever, and 
shall form an entirely separate register of 
the Federation.” 

We take the following points from the 
Council’s report :— 

ORGANISATION.—Since the first annual 
general meeting your Council has been 
increased by the addition of eight mem- 
bers, and to date consists of 27 members 
of the Federation together with five 
officers, making a total of 32, now repre- 
sentative of the whole of London. The 
same committees that operated during 1941 
are functioning to-day. A valuable addi- 
tion has been made by the setting up of a 
Policy Committee. 

Memerrsuip.—As heretofore, the most 
stringent examination of applications for 
admission to the Federation has continued, 
and it is with reluctance that’ applications 
have had to be refused on many grounds. 
Your Council’s policy is to adhere to the 
admission of master builders only, and 
not those who carry on allied trades. I 
am pleaséd to report that our membership 
at this date numbers 1,200, and it is 
apparent that through the organisation of 
areas as it exists to-day there is still enor- 
mous scope for substantially increasing this 
number, and it is up to each member to 
further the aims of the Federation in this 
connection. 

AREA ORGANISATION.—Our energies have 
been devoted during this quarter to the 
holding of general meetings in our estab- 
lished areas and the opening up in the 
South of London. The whole of London 
is now divided into 35 areas and covers 
territory known as the London Civil 


Defence Region, together with many towns” 


lying outside this area, and meetings to 
date have been held. in practically every 
area where a chairman and committee are 
operating. 

Inpustry GENERALLY.—Your Council is 
of opinion that some immediate alteration 
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is necessary in the present restriction of 
£100 for carrying out work without a 
licence. It is apparent that.if the industry 
is to be ready to tackle ‘immediately the 
enormous volume of work which confronts 
it at the end of hostilities and to be in a 
position to undertake this work in its 
stride immediately, then it is the Govern- 
ment’s duty to see that those who form 


the backbone of the industry, which are. 


our members, are assured of being kept 
alive for the duration of the war. 

It cannot be denied that the effect of the 
£100 limit is falling mainly on the 
shoulders of the medium-sized firms. It is 
grossly unfair that any particular class 
should be saddled with this burden. With 
a view to furthering this matter and con- 
vincing the Ministry that this limit in 
certain instances should be increased, we 
are at an early date taking a census in 
certain London Boroughs to test our point 
of view. . 

It appears at present that the number of 
operatives employed by. any firm seems to 
be the. principal guiding factor as to 
whether they are capable of carrying out 
work, irrespective of qualification or sound 
knowledge of the industry. Your Council 
are satisfied that consideration must at an 
early date be given to every phase of the 
industry, and, it is apparent for our post- 
war national life that the educational side 
is one that should receive consideration. 

Provincia, ORGANISATIONS. — As_ the 
outcome of our letters to Members of Par- 
liament, we have endeavoured to contact 
all known provincial organisations repre- 
senting builders and we have suggested 
that where they care to co-operate a con- 
ference should be held at an early date in 
London to consider the general position of 
the industry in light of co-operation 
being established between the various asso- 
ciations and organisations. 

War Damace Commission.—As a result 
of a recent conference held with the War 
Damage Commission, your Council is con- 
vinced that accounts will be paid as 
promptly as is possible and that any dis- 
putes which may arise between any mem- 
ber and the Commission will receive proper 
and fair consideration. Your Council feel 
that. where disputes have arisen it is in 
many cases because of the lack of detail 
in rendering accounts, which have not 
been acceptable to the Commission. 

Prime Cost Conrracr.—This contract 
has been under review during the quarter 
as the result of certain matters which have 
arisen under a particular case which 
vitally affects the interests of every builder 
in carrying out work under this contract. 
Information will be issued to members at 
the earliest possible date. 
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WAR DAMAGE ACT 
LIABILITY FOR CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Mr. David Isaacs, F.A.I., senior partner 
of the firm of Davis and Co., 56, Berners- 
street, W.1, has written the following 
letter to the Chancellor of: the 
Exchequer :— 

“In. view of the advent of your 
Budget, I desire to ask if you would care 
to explain the reason for the discrimina- 
tion shown in the War Damage. Act as 
between the liability for contributions in 
respect of residential as distinct from 
business premises. In the case of resi- 
dential property, the mortgagees have to 
bear a proportion of the contribution, 
whilst in the case of business premises 
they are exempt, 

**T would like to explain that I con- 
sider this is an anomaly and unjust to 
those, like myself and my clients, who 
own business premises and have the pro- 
perties substantially, mortgaged to lead- 
ing and important insurance companies. 
I have no doubt that there were strong 
and valid reasons for the discrimination, 
but I, like so many others, cannot under- 
stand ‘without some explanation why 
these insurance companies were not made 
to pay their share, especially in view of 
the fact that. their security became 
‘ gilt-edged ’ by the operation of the Act.” 


The Chancellor's Reply. 

The following letter of response has 
been sent by Mr. R. Culbrane, of the 
Treasury, to Mr. Isaacs: “In reply to 
your letter of April 9 about the position 
of mortgagors in relation to the contribu- 
tions payable under Part: 1 of the War 
Damage Act, 1941, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer asks me to explain that this 
matter was.the subject of prolonged and 
careful consideration when the Bill was 
being prepared and also while it was 
before Parliament. Facts and arguments 
of the kind set out in your letter were 
carefully studied and the Government 
ultimately decided that subject to the 
exception mentioned below, mortgagees 
should not be required to bear a share of 
the contribution. It was felt that in fhe 
ordinary course of business it was well 
understood that the owner of the property 
as distinct from the mortgagee bore the 
risks inherent on that ownership, whereas 
the mortgagee expected to receive onlv a 
Kimited. and fixed income. In short, the 
telationship between mortgagor and 
mortgagee differs little from that ordin- 
arily subsisting between borrower and 
lender and there seemed no sufficient 
reason why the latter should contribute 
towards the safeguarding of his security. 
Apart from that question of principle 


it was thought impracticable to draw up ‘ 


any simple formula for the -mortgagee’s 
contribution which could reasonably be 
applied to the various types of com- 
mercial mortgage. 

“To the general rule that mortgagees 
should not contribute one principal ex- 
ception was made and this was designed 
to meet the special case of the owner- 
occupier of residential property whose 
position relative to his mortgagee in prac- 
tice closely resembles that of tenant to 
landlord. The War Damage Act, 1941, 
therefore makes no provision for an in- 
demnity by the mortgagee in respect of 
contribution in the case of ‘business 
premises, but provides for such an in- 
demnity in the case of premises used or 
suitable for use as residential premises.” 

In the course of his reply Mr. Isaacs 
writes: “‘ Whilst I thank Pit for your 
explanation I must consider that the 
same appears to me illogical. and I con- 
sider that the ‘relationship between 
mortgagor and mortgagee is the same in 
all. classes of property, the exception 
perhaps being that in the case of private 
houses a larger proportion of the value is 
loaned which if all properties were 
treated alike, would connote the payment 
of a larger proportion by the mortgagee 
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which would, of course, be equitable, 
Seeing that the rate of interest of mort- 
gages on commercial properties ranges 
from’ 44 per cent. upwards, one would 
assume there is sufficient margin -to 
permit of the mortgagees bearing their 
share of the burden without injustice or 
hardship.” 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not 
included inthis list, see previous issues. 
Those with an asterisk are advertised in 
this number. The dates at the head of 
paragraphs are those for the submission 
of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and 
address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING. 


MAY 18. 

Blackpool C.B.—Extensions and altera- 
tions to Myerscough Hall, Brock, nr. Pres- 
ton, to convert into a remand home. 
B. S., Municipal Buildings, Blackpool. 

Woking U.D.C.—Publie convenience, 
Commercial-rd. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


AY 19. 

Down County Regional E.C.—Erection 
of shelters: at schools, Belfast. Educa- 
tion ‘Architect, 1, Wellington-pl., Belfast. 

Macroom U.D.C,—Erection and comple- 
tion of 24 houses. T. H. M. Wain, con- 
ae eng., 23, South Mall, Cork. Dep. 
£20. 


AY 20. 

Belfast Civil Defence Authority, — 
Alterations and improvements to N.F.S. 
station. City S. (Architectural Section, 
Room 92), City Hall. 

Rochdale -C.B.—Erection of two war- 
time nurseries. B.S 

. MAY 21. 

Caterham and Warlingham’ U.D.C,— 
Additional cleansing accommodation at 
Village Club, Warlingham. 


MAY 22. 

Mayo C.C.—(1) Repairs to caretaker’s 
quarters, County Courthouse, Castlebar; 
(2) external painting. T. P. Flanagan, 

E., County 8., Courthouse, Castlebar. 

Salford T.C.—Constructional alterations 
to existing offices, wornshees etc., and 
erection of certain new buildings. Gas 


E., Gas Offices, Bloom-st., Salford 3. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
MAY 23. 
Croydon C.B.—Additional strengthen- 
ing. public surface shelters. B. E. Dep. 
£ 


s. 
MAY 25. 

U.D.C. — Alterations to 

Surveyor’s. Dept., 

Dep. £2 2s. 


Urmston 
premises for N.F.S. 
Crofts Bank-rd., Urmston. 


MAY 26. 
Whitehaven T.C.—Nursery at The Flatts 
Walks, B. 5. 
: MAY 27. 


Dublin.—Porter’s lodge, boundary wall, 
etc. A, 'E. Smith, 19, Upper Merrion‘st. 
Dublin. Dep. £10 10s. > 

MAY 28. 

Stratford-upon-Avon R.D.C.—Certain 
works of general repair and improve- 
ments to four hotses at Earlswood. H. J. 
Weeks, S., 11, Guild-st. 

Y 29 * 


MA ' 
*Erith T.C.—Additiong in brick and 


concrete construction to A.R.P. personnel 
buildings. J. H. Clayton, B. E. and §S 
Dep. &1 1s. ; 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 


MAY 19. 

Doncaster and Mexborough Joint Hos- 
pital Board.—External painting of isola- 
tion hospital and interior redecoration. of 
administrative block. §S,, 
R.D.C., Nether Hall, Doncaster. 


MAY 22. 
+*Leyton B.C.—Internal and external 
gatneng, 2nd repairs to school buildings. 
A. P. Howell, B. E. and 8. Dep &1. 
Tenders by June 12. 


Doncaster _ 
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Wandle Valley Joint Hospita| Board. 
Painting and decoration at isolation hos- 


ital. E. W: Gunner, Clerk to the Board, | 


solation . Hospital, Beidington Corner, 


Mitcham Junction. 
MAY 23. 
Montgomeryshire E.C.—Redecoration of 
schools. H. W. Jones, Director of Educa- 
tion, County Education Offices, Newtown. 


MAY 25. 

Grimsby C.B.—Cleaning and painting 
of footbridge. J. V. Oldfield, M.Inst. 
C.E., B. E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Sandwich T.C.—Painting of 61 houses. 
T. Douglas, B. S. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


MAY 26, 

Llanfyllin R.D.C.—Reinforced concrete 

tank. D. J. Reese, C., 10, Market-st. 
‘ MAY 27. 

Hawarden R.D.C.—Construction of No. 
6 rectangular concrete tanks and other 
works. Elliott and Brown, Consulting E., 
Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham, 
Dep. £3 3s. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORKS. 
MAY 18. 
Ealing T.C.—Tarpainting of 
190,000 super. yds. of roads. B.E. 


about 


MAY 20. 

West Suffolk C.C.—Construction of con- 
crete roads. .E. H. Bond, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
County. C., Shire Hall, Bury St 
Edmunds. Dep. £2 

MAY 22. 

ae U.D.C.—Surface dressing of 
roads. §S. 

Stevenage U.D.C.—Surface dressing of 
roads. A. Primett, C. 


MAY 23. 
Beccles T.C. — Resurfacing of certain 
roads. B. % ‘ 
PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 
‘MAY 19. . 


*Bath T.C.—Superintendent of Repairs 
to Damaged Properties. City E., Guild- 
1 


hall, 

MAY 28. 
E.C.—Full-time teacher 
of Building Subjects. P. D. Innes, Chief 
Education Officer, Higher Education 
Dept., Education Office, Council House, 
Margaret-st. 


*Birmingham 


MAY 30. 
Margate T.C.—Temporary Water En- 
gineer. T. C. 


cEMDIOY Eke 
EMPLOY ERS 


The Leading Office for 
Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 


iT 
Etc. — Erc. 

























Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 
23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 
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A.R.P.. SCHEMES 


f LONDON. 

Erith.—T.C. placed contract with Walter 
Fitch, Ltd., Brixton, 8.W.9, for erection 
of protected control room. 

Woolwich.—B.C. to erect reserve control 
centre, at £2,756, subject to approval of 
Ministry of Home Security. 


PROVINCIAL. 
Bewdley.—N.F.S. propose adaptation of 
premises for dormitory accommodation. 
Blackburn.—T.C. propose medical rest 
centre at Grammar School Sports 
Pavilion.—T.C. propose additional con- 
struction work on shelters and civil 
defence buildings. 
Bridgnorth.—Staffordshire C.C. -propose 
installation of a cement tank for water 
storage at P.A.C. institution. 
Clitheroe.—N.F.S8. propose. extensions 
to fire station for dormitories, etc. 
Corby.—Northamptonshire C.C. propose 
shelters at Catholic schools, at £550. 
Coventry. — T.C. placed contract with 
Darbyshire & Deeley, at £325, for two 
additional shelters. = 
Durham. — C.C. to erect gas cleansing 
centre at Wellington-rd., Dunston. Plans 
by W. J. Merrett, County S., 43, Old Elvet. 
Durham.—Sundry A.R.P. tenders accep- 
ted by C.C.: Strengthening and improve- 
ment of 33 shelters in Felling area, direct 
labour £4,086; strengthening of 12 shel- 
ters at Whickham, J. M. Black, Ltd., 
Hebburn, £1,821; shelter at Seaham 
J.0.G.T. Hall, direct labour, £264; gas 
cleansing centre, Boldon, W. D. Allison, 
Whitburn, £534; gas cleansing centre, 
Whickham,- Bewley and Scott, Ltd., 
Dunston, £1,273; gas eleansing centre, 
Hylton Colliery, W. Wigham & Sons, 
Castletown, £205;. strengthening of 31 
shelters at Sunderland, direct labour 
£4,212; gas cleansing centre. at Houghton- 
le-Spring, G. M. Pearson & Son, Lid., 
Hetton-le-Hole, £1,337; alterations and 
additions to first-aid post at Billingham, 
C. H. Webster, Middlesbrough, £762; and 
strengthening of 41 shelters at Jarrow, 
direct labour, £3,305. 
Kidderminster. -- T.C. propose public 
cleansing station, at £1,317. 
Lancaster.—T.C. accepted tender of £361 
submitted by Barrow Bros., Bulk-rd., 
Lancaster, for conversion of premises for 
first-aid party depot—T.C. propose addi- 
tional shelters for 130 and strengthening 
of existing shelters. Plans by F. Hill, 


City 8. 
Mansfield.—T.C. propose wardens’ post. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme. — T.C. placed 


contract with Baddeley Bros., 78, Dims- 
dale-parade, Wolstanton, Newcastle- 
under-Lyme, for etatic water basin. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C. accepted 
tender of Madew &: Wardle, Ltd:, Central - 
Works, Lower-st., Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
at £141, for canversion of premises into 
decontamination laundry © centre.—T.C. 
placed contract for structural alterations 
at fire station, with Madew & Wardle, 
Lid., at. £267.—T.C. submitted plans to 
Regional Office for six garages, at £300. 
Northumberland.—C.C. to spend £496 on 
installation of electric light at Wallsend 
shelters, £320, for Whitley & Monkseaton 
shelters; and £620 for Blyth shelters. 
Plans by W. W. Tasker, County Architect. 
N6érwich.—T.C. propose shelters at New 
Gurney and Henderson Senior schools, 
Earlham, at £2,370, i 
South Shields.—T.C. to erect control 
room and garage for N.F.S. 
Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. placed contract 
for demolition of 28 surface shelters with 
Rall & Robinson, Trent Bridge. 
Stretford.—T.C. placed contract with C. 
Musker Bros., Ltd., for shelters at ‘St. 
Joseph’s R.C. school, 
Thrapston. — Northamptonshire E.C. 
propose seven surface shelters, at £1,210. 
Warrington.—T.C. placed contract with 
W. Peake,. 17, Church-st., Warrington, for 
erection and completion of garage. 


SCOTLAND. 
Coatbridge.—Plans in hand for control 
and report station. John Spence, Muni- 
cipal Offices, Coatbridge, is the architect. 
Stirling.—Dean of Guild Court a proved 
gas cleansing station, for C.C, Plans by 
A. N. Maleolm, 
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RATES OF WACES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist FEBRUARY, . 1942 
[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 
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Clacton .. iu tf 1/43 |\Ingatestone.......... 1/94 1/5 |\Salisbury Plain ...... 1/54 |Yeovil ...---2-005- 1/94 | 1/5 
Cleveleys.......+-+-- 1/il 1/64 |'Ipswich ............ 1/10$' 1/53 |Sawbridgeworth ....| 1/94 1/5. \Work | .cccccceceee li 1/ 6% 








* Painters 4d. less than other Craftsmen. 





§ Tradesman’s Labourers, 1/7}. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 438 


- fT Plus 2d. per working day. 


¢ Plasterers 2/14 


Navwvies and General Labourers, 1/63. 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Ma3ons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Sapper and Joiners in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tou! Allowauce. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


Note ; Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices 


of soft woods are for cash on delivery, 


BRICKS, &c. 
The price for Stock Bricks has been altered to minimum 
price at works for full lorry loads. Sittingbourne 


district. A quotation for cartage should be obtained 
as the haulage question is difficult. ; é 
s. 
First Bard Stocks . o.ccscoccscnrs per 1,000 4 5 6 
Second Hard Soe, mesadaed < 318 6 
Mild Stocks ........... Soahbewes Sas 3 5 6 
Single Rough Stocks ............ wt 219 6 
Third Common Stocks ...... “ 210 0 
King’s To sites 
" Cross in W.C. 
2§ in. Phorpres. Station District 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only a 1,000. per 1,000 
monthly account. d. s. d. 
POM disidicdecues cxckex Guiaoe si 9 58 3 
KOs as sacl cc are N cas chorea 53 9° 60 3 
Single eee ae enon eh © o: ane 73 3 
RUM rin Co ab corel ac roa cee ein 71 9 78 3 
WHIM, Snede cba ack cw ketene den 72 °3 :. oe 
White “Midhurst Best selected eet ot ae” 
LOMAGM GOD C2050 25% Seis ped es dcag ered 510 0 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. “(London fond 1012 0 
Do. Bulinose (London Stns.) .......... 11 2 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) .:.......... 919 6 
Best Stourbridge Fire _— (London Stns.) :-— 
. 5 
ye ee OS cseecates I Oe 
GLAZED: BRICKs. "hicadon Stns.) 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs 3610 0 
and Salt Glazed D’ble. Headers 33 10 : 
Stretcher. ..... 28 0 O One side&two ends 37 = 
Headers ........ 27 10 0 Two sides&one end 38 1 0 
Qeam Bullnose Splays and 
nd.44 in. Flats34 10 0 Squints...... 36 0 0 


Senamid Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. ‘Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra ever white. 


PARTITION SLABS. 


Delivered on site London Area. 
“ PHORPRES ” ow PARTITION BLOCKS. 





s & s. d, 

2° per yd. sup. ete “ae 3” per yd. sup. .. 3 6 

ye dee oe Kee r eee A PEE 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 

2° per yd. sup. 1 il 3” peryd.sup. .. 2 6 

ay os wy eee 3 oe uN Ge rk, 
TERRA COTTA. 

Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super 2.8 

Size 12x9x2 ” ” 2 i 

Size 12 x9x3 - js ¥.'6 

Size12x9x4@” ,, 3.10 

H Kevep Two SIDEs. 
12° 8 S22 savot es ge OR Pr 
12” x 9° x 24" aoa atl 17 x9 34 .:.... 3-16 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth both 


sides, 
STONE. 


BATH STONE.—Delivered in. railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube 

Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station.. per ft cube 

Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, 2 Se 

Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 

three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G.W.R. r ft. cube 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
stations per ft. cub- 

White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 

Note.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and id. beyond 30 ft. 

Hoptron-Woop STONE— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, _s. 
Random blocks from 10 ft. and over P.ft. sa 

Sawn two Sides ........+eeeeee0: 

Sawn three or four sides ........-+.-++- $06 

York STONE, BLuE—Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. POET es ocdccce cccecns per ft. super 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto .... 

3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes) 

2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) 

14 in. to 2 in. ditto .... 

Harp YorK— 

Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 

Scrappled random blocks r ft. cube 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under . 
40 ft. super) .....0..0- ....-per ft.super 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ee ” 

4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 





. 
_— 


Sie. Wte. . e cathe 

2 in. "eelf-faced random flags...... per yd. super 
CAST STONE. 

Delivered in Lundon area in full van loads, per ft. 


cube: Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 
Small section cills and copings. Is. 


Cnw Au a 





SAND. PLASTER. : 
Thames Ballast 10s, Od. per ydf £e-<4 ti. & 
Pit Ballast ..!..... Gs. 6d. ,, ,, | delivered Coarse, Pink.... 4 0 O Sirapite, Coarse... 4 5 6 
| eae 12s. Od. ,, ,, | 2 miles ite ..4 7 6 b Finish .. 413 6 
be my te ree i - » » radius a janced 450 
in. Shingle ... . 6d. ,, ,, | Paddington. ve picks for 4-ton loads and over London A 
4 in. Broken Brick 16s. Od. ,, ,, Best Ground Blue Grey Stone Lime 2 ti 6 
Pan Breeze ...... 10s, Od. ,, ,, ats - a2 : ees see oe 
Tanite ppings air percwt. .. 0 
CEMENT. Nore.—Sacks are charged 1s. 9d. each, and credited 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Speiteaien, Is. 6d. if returned in good condition within chree 
delivered London Area. £ s mionths, carriage paid. 
6 ton loads and upwards site ........ perton 2 9 6 | Stourbridge Fireclay:in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. in 6-ton 
Bie te OC SCNE ONE Co ccwiicsoxicccecs seseetse 212 6 lots at railway depot. 
Alongside Vauxhall i WOO tom iets ks ccccacs 27.8 TI 
“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— ‘ LES. . 
6 ton loads and upwards site’............ ses. 215 6| Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
El Or EO ae hc gcn dia iockeccccees 218 6| Of not less than 6 tons........ seeeeese Per 1,000 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton On ple ER IS 13 0 f.o.r. London. 
“ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle ” Best_machine-made tiles abs Broseley or 
cement, 30s. per ton extra on ordinary “ Blue * Staffordshire district |. .. £5 6 
See Oca s it. “Ce comma Ge 14 0 
“ Colorcrete” Nos. 1 an floured Rapid. | ee oe tine “Shia As 
Hardening Portland Cement, in 6-ton ion. 4 6 | Hip and valley tiles £ Hand- made O12 9 
“Colorcrete” not rapid hardening, according (per dozen) Machine-made @-8 
to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. HARD WOOD. 
Ke ee “ad hg pgs od i osopeclOvSre 1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
men a api ardenin rime 
nee _ London Aton in 6 ton ine) freras ener e — : d ren “ 
WU IIE So vc oo) os czaScuecce perton 3 9 6] Dry Enclish Wain: illets. 6 0 
Plus packages at current prices. Dry Sproule Billet wacen: iy ° o 1 0 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra ...... 319 6 Dry Cuba Mahogany logs .... ech O Wo 4-8 
Nore.—Paper bags will be charged at the rate of 7s.| Square-edged Honduras Mahogany ......... 016 6 
nett per ton. Jute sacks charged 1s. 9d. nett each and | Log Cut Honduras Mahogany O17 
Is. 6d. nett each allowed if returned to works within two | American Figu’ meet a eo en 013 0 
weeks, in good condition. American Plain Eee lee oeeticcacscaes 012 6 
Carriage will be paid by makers on returned empty jute | Jap. Figured 5 ca haki pape ove desa sera meee 
sacks, s. d. Jap. DMN aos Socnictcivcdecesevtndastaas 012 6 
Romancement 8 10 i Keene’s Cement, White 7 0 0] Teak 015 6 
ParianCement 7 0 0 ‘pink 6 10 ©| Ammingn Widibeoed 227000000702 012 G 
Caninaoge Colom for cement according to tints per cwt. | African Whitewood .............2.22.2... 0 8 0 
from £3 5s, SLATES. African  Masoarer PEs cena adidiaveaatene 2 11 : 
First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, — Silk ‘Oak BOR Bee ee ace. 0 = 6 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. tch gl 4 ae Soe es ee 5 00 
Per 1,000 actual. pute MPT seawcnt vasiecnes . per cwt. 
Pree | rigeewe™ SGD 6 otens citcyduccecis ..-per gallon 1 Qo 
24by12 .... 45 5 0 18by10.... 24 0 0 SOFT WOOD. 
SOO Es |: acca: on-ht. 6 IS bys. .6 2'2 6 MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE 
TA | ack, “EH GC 16 by 10.... 2110 0 —e Maximum. 
20by 12 .. 33 0 O 16by8 .... 16.12 6 | Scantlings in imported sizes, d. 8. 
20 by 10 30 5 0 2 in. by 3in. to4in. by llin. 43 io 0 53 0 0 








@ SAVE SITE LABOUR 
@ SAVE TIMBER 


WORKING 
FOR 


@ PROVIDE 
PLATFORM 
FOLLOWING TRADES 


@ SAVE COST 
@ SAVE WEIGH’ 


TRUSCON FLOORS - 
EARLS COURT + LONDON « SWS* 


6 COLLINGHAM 
PHONE 


GARDENS 
FROBISHER 8141 


At present iinseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can only be supplied in cans in smal! quantities, 






PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE. 


Per “nent, 
1 in, by 11 in. + 
Bye ff gly CO sccecee @ SO 
Per square. 
s. d. 
1 in. plain edge flooring .......... Ovctdias sae 
WRU Sawege da Vredidseendeacmes eee 66 6 
1 in. oo and grooved........ anceteetn 53 0 
RNC aban bovdeddawsescamwee ake) Ae 
MATCHING Per square. 
a & 
Oe sasecacgesastaiccgaadddéseece pvdea ee 
MM ON cidxn cries cade vec ecduadeaudeog 42 0 
PN Boca ndcad cha keen gedcecsévasecetiies 55 0 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
pans in London. 


~ 


S.D. Biscocks, CRUTCH HEAD, FOR IRON. 
In, -In. 
26/9 44/6 per doz. 
Tortet Bis Cocks FOR IRON. 
in. in. 
1/- 51/3 per doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks FoR IRON. 
4in. Zin. lin. I4in. I4in. 2in. 
29/6 44/-— 81/6 195/— 272/- 453/- per doz. 
S.D.S. Cocks wiTH Two UNIONS FoR LEAD. 


4in. Zin. Lin. Ifin. in. Zin. 
45/- 77/6 123/- 240/- 372/- 624/- per doz. 
Dousie Nut Borer Screws. 
4in. Zin. lin. tin. 14 in. 2 in. 
5/6 6/8 I11/—- 24/- 36/- 56/- per doz. 
HEAVY CROYDON BALL VALVES. 
4in. Zin. lin. fin. I in. 
36/- 65/— 98/- 195/- 264/— per doz. 
— —_ es, ap 
1} in, 34 in 
11/9 as 21/6 315 54/- 39/6 per doz. 
BRASS | ay 
14 in. 2 in. 34 in. 4 in. 
10/9 13/6 ty 37/— 46/— per doz. 


LeAD TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS. 
136 Ibs. 14 x6 Ibs. 2X7 Ibs. 3X7 Ibs. 

Lead P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 92/— per doz. 

Lead S. 34/- 41/- 67/ 115/- per doz. 

So_peR.—Plumbers’, 1/5 ; Tinmen’s, 1/9. Blow pipe, 

2/— per Ib 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as. far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, no. necessarily the hig! 

or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 








who make use of this information. Prices are subiect 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 


METALS. 

Joists, Gmpers, &C., TO LONDON STATION PER TON— 
RS. Joists, oo eS eee £23 10 0 
Plain Compound Girders .........+++++ 2% 0 0 

DIOS Siw Sc aanodects 2310 0 
Se Roel Work... 2. odo. cescceckscgeoess 33 10 0 


Nore.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 


special an awkward nature. 
MILD L RO “ganar —To London Stations, per ton. 
$ Diameter. oe & 6 
4 saphe vee 5 ri t in. tat is. 2110 O 
hs heatine 03 22 0 O fin. to 2 in... 21 0 0 


WROUGHT TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock me 24 % gross. 


Tubes. Ti 
+" /6" We "19724 Ke Tg 16° 
% A % o yA 
Light weight .. $I} vn a $i Si4 
Heavy weight 44 a 39. 41 ‘at 
Galv. lightweight rg os 38; a 48 
Galv.heavyweight 31 31 293 41 
Tubes and cular sizes ¢”/}” inclusive, charged extra 
of 5% less gr 
Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 


Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
nvoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and over. 


C.L Hatr-Rounp Gutrers—London Prices ex bag 


per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. top 
Gutters. Nozzles. ends, 
SU aconbbiceree? 1/53 1/24 at 
SE UE ev'edswboeepens 1/7 1/4 d. 
ERE Se 1/7 1/6 i 
Ms fastens eke 1/84 1/8} d. 
Wale? wawsseede vee ce 2/0 2/0 
C. GurTTers. 
DORs ci anch donde om 1/10} 1 it Sd. 
SEMA 5 5c Sein ae avetoe 2/14 1/7 4. 
4k Joss tans one zat HAA : it 
Ee TA as os SE 
SFE! 2 Sesvatheos vases 2/8: 2/3 103d. 


RAIN WATER PIPES. 





Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe Bends. Branches. 
Stock angles 
2/2: 1/53 2/ 
/ 1/84 = 2/7 
2/8 aii 3/2 
3/2 2/ 3/74 
36 3/83 3/04 4/5 
NETT PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coarep SoiL Pires—London Prices, ex Stock. 








Per yd. in 6 fts. Bends. Branches. 
aA 3/94 2/74 2 
4/5 2/10 3/115 
/9 3/2 4/84 
4/105 3/114. 5/54 
5/34 /5 34 
LCC. CoareD DraIN sint 
Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
3 in. per yd. in 9 fts. 5/5 6/3 9/11 
cwt. qr. Ibs. 
4in. 1 1 => ‘niene Wi 7/1 12/6 
5 in. : 2 - - Bi 9/7 12/9 19/3 
6 in. 6 11/5 14/8 ~ 25/6 
Gita 15/- per cw 
Per ton basis 


in hopeor. 


£ d. 
1ron.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant quality 18 ; 6 
JRON.—Staffordshire Marked Bars 19 7 6 


ap GA etek 8 hin'e Geese ae 2110 O 
Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 


Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 


20 BAUZS  ncccccccccccsccssccsecsccces 2417 6 
24 — Set ade ednsethessve ates ove 23. 2:°6 
2B GAUSS cvecccccccccccccccdecesceces 2517 6 
Gaeaied Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft. 
= GAUSS... co ccccecvcccerecscccccccccce - 2 . 
Bee ee a eee 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 
BAUS ccccccccvcccccrsccccccrccece 28 10 0 
24 PAU .ccccccecccccecescccceeeeces 29 00 
26 BaUge 2 eee e cece enercercerceces 0 5.0 
Per ton. 
Ss. '¢ 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up... ..eeeeeeeeceees 23 10 0 
ALL NETT. 


MeTAL Winpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for com- 
plete houses, including all fittings, painting two coats, 
and delivery to job, average price about Is. 4d. to Is. 7d. 


par Ret eee: > PAINTS: Be. 





£ s. 4, 
Raw Linseed Oil (S galls.) .. per —_ $3.3 
Boiled Linseed Oil galls.) «.. 0 5 8 
Turpentine (5 galls.) 038 9 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, percwt. 310 3 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 14 Ib. 5 free, 
r cwt. 414 0 
Genuine Red Lead, . m 217 0 
Linseed Oil Putty he 1 3 
Size. XD quality . fkn. 0 9 
Turpentine substitute ‘can be obtained and prices vary 


according to quality from 3/3 gallon upwards. 


PAINT ......' per cwt. 


Rem 
aanY 
co™ 


SNOWCEM CEMENT 


C.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE PAINT . . 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 
Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every endeavour 


is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be 








responsible for errors that may “he 














Grade Classification A Al A2 A3 
Craftsmen...... 1/114 1/11 nh 1/10 

Labourers .. 1/6 1/5 1/5} 1/5 
Aberdeen .......:0. Dumfriesshire ..:... Inverness. .....,....+ 
WOT SA cco skies A TOES. coin ccs cessee A Inverurie ..,.....00- Al 
WE aecen ciaend B IDO cg 5.0 9 0500608 A Kincardineshire ...... A2 
Berwickshire ........ A2 MRE PUNO 5 0 cece d oo A Kinross-shire ........ A 
Bridge of Allan ...... A East Lothian ........ A Lanarkshire ........ A 
Broughty Ferry ...... A Edinburgh .......... A Midlothian 
Clackmannanshire ..A i Monifieth 
EROUNS. oss ¥ io cee cscs A Moray and Nairn 
Dunblane .......... A Newport 
Dumbartonshire Peeblesshire Ly fo PEER A 
Dumniries. 6.0.02 3 vies A Hamilton BE 5 5c geetinc-6.cse 6 2 West Lothia Ra 
*This town has its own rates : Yeaboms 1/84 ; Carpenters, 1/84 ; Slaters, 1/84 ; Simeibors, 1/9 ; -Plasterers, it. 


but 1/10 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; 


Fy Painters, 1/84 and Labourers, 1/4 


The information given in this table is copyright. Rates of wages in England and Wales are given on page 436. 















VARNISHES, &c. 






Per gallon. 
&; & ¢@ 
Onk Varntth ..0.cccccctsccnvcese Outside 016 0 
Fae RL, 00 cbs ccmedcbscvest Fee 018 0 
Fine Comal . ooo. e's cic ccccorcoss 3 100 
PHO COGN. dong dKeeega Ce cenw vd 1. 2-0 
Pale Opal Carriage .........++5 pa 160 
Best G0. G0... 0% ov adecsugees re 114 0 
Floot Vartiah .... isis sccccceses Inside 1.0 0 
Fine Pale Paper. ccecssecccee as 100 
Fine Copal Cabinet ............ és 140 
Fine Copal Flatting .......... pa 120 
Hard Drying Oak ............ = 100 
Fine Hard Drying Oak pe 1-26 
Fine Copal Varnish a 1 2 6 
Pale GO. (i, seh sie vy 1.14 0 
Best 7 a 1 4 6 
Best Japan — Size . a 114 6 
Best Black Japan ......02..22.-ccceescese 012 0 
Oak and iow aed Stain (water) 014 0 
Brunswick Black 09 6 
Berlin Black ......... 016 0 
Knotting (patent) 017 0 
French and Brush * 014 0 
Liquid Dryers.in. Te: RST Fee 011 0 
Cuirass Black Enamel ° Ko Os Salear de dipeweet 09 0 
LEAD, &c. 
yore’ 
(Delivered in London. 8s. Gd. 
Leap,—Sheet, English, a. and up .....++. 35 10 0 
Pipe in coils .....ccccsccscccvceccecees 350 0 
Soil pipe | said bRgh Usk tebe ts TOAR eae ee 4010 0 
Compo Pipe... eed cccccccccesegece 42°5 0 


Note. rg Ann the delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/— per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 


cwt. extra. 
Old lead, ex London area, ton Y£18 00 
on 


oe Mille Ae ies per 


Fatent Koot 
GLAZING 











Actual manufacturers 
of patent glazing. 
Lantern and Skylights, 
Metal Windows, etc. 


AYGEE L?®. 


100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 


Ring: Waterloo 6314 


(6 lines). 











THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


ABERDEEN. — Nursery. — Plans in 
hand for nurse the architect being 
ane Gardner, unicipal Offices, Broad- 

Aberdeen. 

UM BARTONSHIRE. — Reconsrruc- 
TION.—Plans in hand for reconstruction 
and additions, the architect being Fhomas 
Cordiner, 261, West George-st., Blyths- 
wood-sq., Glasgow. 

GLASGOW. — Buiprne. —Corporation 
propose stabling and riding school for 
the Police Department, at £10,000, the 
architect being Thomag Somers, Munici- 
pal-bldgs 
(Continued. on page 439.) 








GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET GEASS | IN CRATES OF STOCK 
S ‘ 


ORDINARY GLAZING Qua.ity (O.Q.) AND SELECTED 
GLAZING Qua ity (S.Q.). 
Per Foor Super. 
In sizes not exceeding 80 in. long or 48 in. wide o: 
110 united inches. 


0.Q. S.Q. 
18 oz.:in JOO fR. cases co... ccccccccgeves 24d. 23d. 
Be Me, ig ATES, og. hs ce Coe wh psesévar 36d. 44d. 
ES og MMS agi. ce eClea s esa ce be 4d. 4d. 
S2OZ. 55 DOO Te tp Nec those vr gtaccne Sid.  6$d. 
26 Of; SOD MR, CRON sic cceqetcccsece 34d. 44d. 
SO OB Sp DUERe epi” pbieeeeestanceds ae 3g. 43d. 
Be tae RY, ok tains prosiedkoceat Sid. 64d. 
24 oz. Obscured Sheet _............... 64d. 
DORE % 5 opnadeh dudes tencadictode 94d. 
Menara BB OBe: oa 3 sek dndcve ce scesss 6d. 
” Wich ddedicas heh see dha 74d. 
Extra price according to size and substance for squares 


cut from stock. 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 


Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
ROG ME, CE cin cs dh cavienhsPivdaviercacae 5d. 
Rough cast double rolled, fein. ....:....+.--- 65u. 
Rough cast double rolled, 4 in. ..........3....-. 6}d. 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, WED Sct esecce 63d 
Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted............ 94d. 
MING oo wa cine Rinne caw idebaié Acie 506 aes 6d. 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and Chevron 
Reeded, PAR OR cntwctg het-0y 1dNws ce eke 
Rolled plate i is : the same price as rough cast double roiled. 
Per 
3. . 


Wire Rolled, 4 in. thick . 
Wired Cast, 4 in. thick . 
Georgian Wired Cast 









“ Calorex” Sheet, 21 oz. a 
a EEOC ccrecdomicenese -. 4 0 
o Cast, ¢ in. thick MBit A WEY 44° 0 10 
ne w Win. thick. ........0sseeeees 1 0 
Mi CE. a gu ch os <kaneeneke 
Non Actinic Giass, bin. thick ...0...e.eeeeeee 0 9 
- me, ‘ he ng thick. ........csecees : : 
” VITA” GLASS. 
Per tr. 
“Vita” Platc Glass, about s¥ in. thick s. d. 
FO PREG ccc ven vcccccategispetins $ 0 
Over'T %. SUPE. 56. ccc ese cecoscctvocece T.°6 
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GLASGOW. — BuiLpInNG.—Plans pre- 
pared for alterations and additions, the 
architect bein 
Hyslop), 124, St. Vincent-st., Blythswood, 
Glasgow.—Plans in hand for ’bus garage, 
the architect being A. E. Scroggin, Brown- 
st., Camelon, Falkirk.—Plans prepared for 
storage buildings, the architect being 
W. L. MacDonald, 98, Queen’s-dr., Glas- 

ow.—Plans prepare by Fingland & 
Mitchell, 845, Govan-rd., Govan, Glasgow, 
for alterations and: additions.—Corpora- 
tion to carry out reconstructions and add:- 
tions, at £6,000, the architect being David 
L. Henderson, Old Harbour Trust, Offices, 
Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

GREENOCK. — Plans prepared for 
£30,000 rest house, the architect being 
Launcelot Ross, 220, West George-st., 
Blythswood-sq., Glasgow. 

HOLYTOWN, — ALTERATIONS.—Plans in 
hand for alterations and additions, the 
architect being Samuel MacColl, County 
Offiees, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

LANARKSHIRE. — Nurseries. — C.C. 
agreed to erect war time nurseries at 
Blantyre and Larkhall. l 

RENFREWSHIRE, — Norserises.—C.C. 
selected sites at Johnstone and Barrhead 
for war time day nurseries. 


CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Barrow-in-Furness.—T.C. acquired site 
for extension of works 

Batley.—E.C. approved renovations at 
technical college. 

Blackburn.—P.A.C.. propose adaptation 
of buildings at Queen’s Park hospital for 
out-patients’ dept. 

Blackpool, — Board of Management of 
Victoria hospital .propose extensions. 

Boston.—R.D.C. propose conversion of 
premises for salvage depot. 

Bradford.—T.C. propose six additional 
day nurseries, also provision of nursery 
classes in existing schools by erection of 
prefabricated hutments. 

Brampton.—Cumberland E.C. acquired 
site for senior school. 

Bromsgrove. — Licensing Justices 
approved plans for structural alterations 
to Lickey Hill stores for conversion into 
licensed premises. Plans by F. L, John- 
son (L.), 5, Victoria-sq., Birmingham 2. 

Camberwell;—M.H. approved establish- 
ment of nursery at Goodrich-rd. L.C.C. 
rest centre. 

Colwyn Bay.—T.C. propose additions to 
isolation hospital, Bron-y-Nant. Plans 
by N. 8. Jeffrey, B.S. 

hee Ege gy oa gs E.C.. propose 
alterations to -Catholic day schools, at 


Dukinfield. — T.C. propose taking up 
tram lines at Wharf-st., and reinstatement 
of carriageway. : 

Flint.—T.C. propose renovations to -114 
houses. Plans by G. E. Clarke, B.S. 

Gateshead. — P.A.C. to convert two 
houses into hostel for aged people. Plans 
by J. H. Patterson, B.E. 

Heywood.—T.C. propose prefabricated 
building on site adjoining St. Anne’s 
Mission church, for a day nursery. 

Kettering. — T.C approved: Alterations 
to premises, Queensberry-rd., for Com- 
mittee of Y:M.C.A., Abington-st., North- 
ampton; additions to boot factory, for 
Wilson & Watson, Ltd. 

Lancaster.—T.C. approved: Structural 


alterations to buildings for night hostel,- 


for Committee of Y.M,C.A.’ Lancashire 
Divisional Offices, 83, Bridge-st.; Man- 
chester 3. # 

Liverpool.—T.C. to construct. light. rail- 
way, at £104,230. Also tramway exten- 
sions, at £304,345. Mersey Dock & Har- 
bour Board to carry out certain works, at 
£30,000, to plans by Chief Engineer, Dock 
Board. 

London, — Metropolitan W.B. secured 
Ministry of Health approval to provision 
of three boreholes in Kent area. 

Manchester.—T.C, received approval of 
Senior Regional Officer. for extensions to 
provision stores at Langho Mental Colony, 
Whalley. 

Mansfield. —T.C. propose: Adaptation 
of premises for Hostel; internal decorfa- 
tions to aged persons” ‘houses.—H.C. pro- 
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pose external redecoration of three 
schools. 
Mexborough. — Board of Governors o 


Montagu hospital propose adaptation of 
Whateley House for extensions. 2 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. — City Council to 
acquire a site at £2,640 for erection of 
depot and store yard. 
Oundle.—U.D.C. acquired site for erec- 
fon of-28 houses. Plans by H. W. Bolton, 


Poynton, Ches. — Rev. J. G. 8. Win- 
stanley, vicar, and a council pro- 
pose new hall and Sunday-school. — 

-Rochdale. — E.C. propose provision of 
two school camps. 

Salford.—E.C. propose painting and de- 
coration work at schools. 

Sheffield.—R. B. Hodgson & Co., Ltd., 
Nursery-st., to acquire premises for ex- 
tensions. / 

Shrewsbury.—T.C. received approval of 
M.H..for conversion of annexe at Monk- 
moor into. war time day nursery, at £340. 

South Shields. — H. Hill, Winchester- 
st., South Shields, prepared plans for 
garage and timber shed. 

Sunderland.—_W. & T. R. Milburn, 17, 
Faweett-st., prepared plans for alterations 


, at St.. Mark’s-ter., for Hindell’s. Dairy 


Farmere,.Ltd.; Matkin & Hawkins, Bar- 
clays Bank-chbrse., Fawcett-st., are archi- 
tects for alterations and additions at Old 
Market, and additions at Addison-st., for 
R. Johnson;-J. Potts & Son, John-st., pre- 
ared plans for additions for Missions to 
eamen. 
Sunderland. — R.D.C.-to erec} garage. 
Plans by C. Emmerson, 8. 
Tynemouth,—T.C. approved scheme for 
extending maternity ward at Preston 
hospital, at £1,137. Plans by D. H. 
O’Herlihy, B.E 


Wallasey.—T.C. propose repairs to 
houses. 
Warrington, — T.C. propose repairs to 


fioor of. business premises. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS 
AND CANTEENS 


Dalserf.—Plans prepared for canteen 
for Darngavel Coal Co. 
Durham.—B.R. proposed by R.D.C. at 


Front-st., Framwellgate Moor. Plans by 
8: Dodds, Byland Lodge, Durham, §8. 
Halifax. — T.C. seeking Regional 


approval for installation of canteens in 
16 public shelters. 











IN PEACE: “Big Ben” Tubular 
Steel Scaffolding was acknow- 
ledged to be in the forefront as 
the most economical medium for 
scaffolding purposes. 


IN WAR: The many new uses 
to which “Big Ben” Tubular Steel 
Scaffolding has been adapted 
gives further proof of the effici- 
ency of design and manufacture. 


IN VICTORY: “Big Ben” 
Tubular Stee! Scaffolding will 
assist in the rebuilding of better 
planned and more beautiful cities 
in the heart of the Empire. 














» "Phone: Walton-on-Thames 614 and 615 


THE STEEL SCAFFOLDING Co., Ltd: 


23, OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE. SURREY. 
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Leeds.—Housing. Committee propose 
B.R. at junction of Whitehall-rd., and 
Bold-st., Holbeck. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T.C.. prepared 
a scheme for provision of meals for civil 
defence workers, at £1,478. 

Northumberland.—C.C. to convert old 
domestic science and woodwork hut into 
canteen: at Astley Central school, Seaton 
Valley, at £760. Plans by W. W. Tasker, 
County Offices, Morpeth. 

Ogwen (Caernarvon).—R.D.C. propose * 
to establish communal feeding and- rest 
centres. 

Ormskirk.—U.D.C. received provisional 
approval of M. of F, for B-R. at Lathom, 
at £1,100. Plans by E. J. Wright, 8. 

Sedgefield. — R.D.C, to erect B.R. at 
Trimdon. Plans by J. Tarran, 8. 

Sunderland.—Amended plans by L. J. 
Couves & Partners, 3, Westfield-av., Gos- 
forth, Newcastle-on-Tyne, approved for 
canteen. 

Swadlincote. — U.D.C. propose B.R. at 
Néwhall. Plans by G, 8. Baker, 8. * 


TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic informa- 
tion for this feature from architects, sur- 
veyors or contractors.; Items should reach 
4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, not 
later than Tuesday morning. 

Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found 
under ‘‘A.R.P. Schemes.’’ 

* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

4 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 
_ Andover.—Extension of ladies’ public 
conveniences at Guildhall, for-T.C. R. 8. 
Offord, B.S.: *F. Beale & Sons, 36, Ade- 
laide-rd., Andover, £269. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. — War time day 
nursery and fittings, for U.D.C. A. F. 
Dennis, 8. : *Kearsley & Gee, Ltd., Heath- 
td. Saw Mills, Ashton-in-Makerfield, nr. 
Wigan, £1,665. 

Beaumaris (Anglesey): — Renoyation, 
painting and decoration of Town Hall, for 
T.C. “G. Davies, .B.S.: *W. J. Griffithe, 


“Maes Hyfryd, Beaumaris, Anglesey. 


Camberwell.—Adaptation of premises at 
Magdalene College Boys’ Club as war 
time nursery; for B.C.: A. Coldman & 
Son, 60, Heber-rd., 8.E.22, £788; Green- 
away & Son, 2654, Lordship-la., S.E.22, 
£759 17s. 7d.;. W. J. Mitchell & Son, 88, 
Dulwich-village, S.E.21, £750; Galbraith 
Bros., 15-16, Torrington-crt., S.E.26, £734; 
*J. W. Ashdown, Ltd., 21, Besson-st., 
S.E.14, £636 13s. 6d. 

Coleraine.—(1) Painting exterior wood 
and iron work, ete., to 17 houses; (2) re- 
surfacing roads with bituminous mac- 
adam, for T.C. B.S., Arcade-bldgs. : *({1) 
J. & D. Baxter, The Diamond, Coleraine, 
£119; *(2) R. J. Maxwell, Queen-st., Cole- 
raine, £749. ~ 

Glasgow.—Rest rooms, etc. Charles. 
McNair & Elder, 274, St. Vincent-st., 
Blythswood, Glasgow, architects, Exca- 
vation, brick and mason works, etc., 
Rogerson & Sons, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Keighley.—External — Holden 
Hail, Oakworth, for T.C. E. G. Felgate, 
Boro’ Architect, College-st., Keighley: 
wd A. Mullen, 227, South-st., Keighley, 
Liverpool.—For erection of corrugated 
iron dutch barn at Hale, for T.C.: 
*S. Hill & Co., Ltd., Liverpool, £588. 

GLondon (Air Ministry). — Contracts 
placed to the value of £500 or over for 
week ended May 9. 

Building Work: Thaw & Campbell, 
Ltd., Glasgow, E.1, and Russell Building 
& Contracting Co., Ltd.. Manchester. 

General Maintenance Work: H. G. Ross 
& Sons, Ltd., Southampton; Tanhouse 
Estates Building & Development Co., Bir- 
mingham; Fletcher Estates (Leicester), 
Ltd., Leicester; Frank Tyldesley, Llan- 
dudno; Perey Bilton, Ltd., London, W.1; 
Gibbard & Ingram, Winslow; and C. 
Hutton & Co., Ltd.. Woburn Sands. 

qlLondon -(War Dept.). — Contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended 
May 2 :— bs 

Dumfries-shire : 


Miscellaneous - work, 
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Wm. Brown, Lockerbie, Dumfries-shire. 

Northamptonshire : Miscellaneous 
work, A. Hamson & Son, Ltd., Brixworth, 
Northants. 

Gloucs: Hutting (erection), Boulton & 
Paul, Ltd., Gloucester. 

Monmouthshire: Miscellaneous work, 
J. Thomas & Sons, Newport, Mon. 

Oxfordshire : ae (erection), Janes 
(Builders), Ltd., Slough. , 

Surrey: Miscellaneous work, F, Milton 
& Sons, Ltd., Witley, Surrey. 

Hampshire: Miscellaneous work, W. G. 
Northcott & Co., Ltd., Exeter. 

Co. Down: Hutting (erection), R. J. 
Campbell (Belfast), Ltd., Belfast. 

London.—For | pers of drainage and 
modernisation of lavatory accommodation 
at a Thames Valley station, for Metro- 
politan W.B.: *James Stewart & Sons 
(Tottenham), Ltd., £6,988. 

Mansfield. — Erection of buildings for 
war time day nurseries at Bull Farm and 
Ravensdale schools, for T.C. Waude 
Thompson, B.S.: *H. Baggaley & Sons, 
Ltd., Baums-la., Mansfield, 

Mansfield.—Execution of works at 
waterworks, for T.C.: *George Stow & 
Co., Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— Alterations to Gils- 
land renee: gery J Maternity Home, for 
City Council : *John Tully & Sons, Black- 
hill, Co. Durham, £581. 








“UNITE FOR STRENGTH” 


MASTER 


BUILDERS 


ENROL NOW 


FEDERATION OF GREATER 
LONDON MASTER BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP OVER 1,250 
SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0P.A. 


LARGEST ORGANISATION OF ITs KIND 


write on ‘PHone: SECRETARY, 
23, COMPTON TERRACE, UPPER STREET, N.1. 
Can 2041/2 
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Salford. — Additions, for W. Spencer: 
*William Gornall & Sons, Ltd., re-st., 
Salford 3. 

Sheffield. — Public conveniences at 
Bridge-st., for T.C. W. George Davies 
(F.), City Architect: *Works Dept., £400. 

Shildon. — B.R. at Church-st., for 
U.D.C.: *A. Metcalfe & Sons, Dent-st., 
Shildon. 

South Shields.—Reconditioning of St. 
Bede’s R.C. Boys’ school, for E.C. Page, 
Son & Bradbury, 75, King-st., South 
Shields, architects: *Milton Swales, 
Imeary-st., South Shields, £2,297. 

Stretford. — Repairs to sanitary depot, 
Old Trafford, for T.C.: *E. Jackson & 
Sons, Ltd. 

Sunderland.—Trailer pump-house: *D. 
& J. Ranken, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Reconstruction of two 
cottages, for E. Moore, and alterations to 
**Glenside,’’ Glen Path,-for A. P. Thomp- 
son: *J. & H. Fowler, Sunderland. 

Theale.—Sewerage disposal works. John 
Taylor & Sons, engineers: *Sadler & Co.,' 
Downside-rd., Winchester. 


TRADE NEWS 


The Ruberoid Co., Ltd. 

Mr. Edgar R. James, chairman and 
managing director of the Ruberoid Co., 
Ltd., has relinquished the chairmanship 
of the company as from May 1, but will 
retain his seat on the board as a director. 
Mr. D. L. Irwin, who has been joint 
managirxg director since 1935, succeeds him 
as chairman and sole managing director. — 
Mr. Stewart Proudlock, assistant works 
manager, and Mr. H. L. Plummer, general 
manager of the contracting department, 
have been appointed directors. 


Seating of Sedentary Workers. 

‘Sit at Ease”’ is the title of a well- 
produced Booklet by Mr. Fredk. F. Chis- 
holm, devoted to a consideration of scien- 
tifically ~ designed seating for - workers. 
The publishers, Evertaut, Ltd., of Walsall- 
road, Perry Barr, Birmingham, 22b, state 
that they will be pleased to send a free 
copy to works managers and industrial 
welfare supervisors on request. 
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HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES 


26S SS SS52 6 SS SAE NE SERSRESHSC TERS SHE SCARE SEEESASe 


.. SOLE MAKERS OF 
WRIGHTS IMPROVED ANDALSO 


GEO. WRIGHT (LONDONDLT© 
19 NEWMAN ST. OXFORD ST. LONDON .W) 


Boyle’s «si-rump Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Address: 34 MORLAND 
Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 





Engineers, 
A¥., &. CROYDON, SURREY. 
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Classification of Copper and Alloys. 

The Copper Development Association 
issue from Grand Buildings, Trafalgar- 
square, W.C.2, their publication No. 36, 
‘“ Classification of Copper and Copper | 
Alloys.’ Copies are available on request. 








BUY BRITISH 


PLEASANT 
LONDON 


Sw is 16 lines, 





Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 


Steel Scaffolding ?. 
TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade, 


‘STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10. 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 

















BUILDING AND 


also at 





TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 
SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 
and Branches throughout the country 


"Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 Manes). ‘Grams: “Taywood, Southali.” 























